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Air torment caused by Go 


DN EXCLUSIVE BY LUCY GLYNN 


[he airline that caused a 
lisabled woman’s health to 
leteriorate by many years was 
50 airline, DN can reveal. 
- The naming follows an ITV1 
jocumentary screened last 
month, which highlighted the 
ompensation battle that DN’s 
elephone counsellor Lin 
Berwick (Mrs Boyce) has fought 
igainst the previously unnamed 
iline since the incident took 
ce in September 2001. 
Both Dr Berwick and her 
Olicitor have refused to com- 
it on the incident or verify 
heairline’s name since the pro- 
tamme Lin and Ralph: A Love 
tory was aired, but Easyjet, 
hich now owns Go, has con- 
irmed its involvement. 
Dr Berwick’s ordeal, and 
hose of others who have con- 
acted DN about its flight rights 
ampaign, have convinced the 
Jisability Rights Commission’s 


chair, Bert Massie, to demand 
new laws on how airlines 
should treat disabled travellers. 
He said the voluntary code was 
not working. 

Dr Berwick, who has cere- 
bral palsy and is blind, was 
manhandled by Go. staff 
while being seated on two 
flights when she was travelling 
from Edinburgh to London 
Stansted in 2001. 

Speaking during the docu- 
mentary, Dr Berwick told how 
she was pulled about “like a 
sack of potatoes” because seats 
with the extra leg room she 
needed were not available. She 
said she was left “with knees 
swollen up like footballs”. 

She has since been through 
seven medical assessments. 

Her expert medical witness 
believes the ordeal has caused a 
deterioration in health that will 
shorten her life by 15 years, but 
the airline’s doctor has said it 
amounts to just three years. 


Full of all the information you need to make 
an informed and accurate decision 
when purchasing an adjustable bed. 
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"lease send me my free, sixteen page Guide to Buying an Adjustable Bed 


3aKare Beds Ltd, Freepost NAT9386, Plymouth, PL7 4BF 01752 512222 


ITV 


Three year fight: Lin Berwick at home with husband Ralph Boyce 


In the documentary, her hus- 
band Ralph Boyce said: “Lin’s 
virtually never out of pain now. 
That puts a considerable 
amount of strain on me.” 

At the time of the incident 
Go had just been sold to invest- 
ment company 3i by British 


Airways (it was bought by 
Easyjet in 2002). Liability was 
immediately accepted, and 
£85,000 — the maximum payout 
from airlines that is allowed 
under the Warsaw Convention 
— was offered to Dr Berwick. 


Her lawyer, Mark Heselden, 


Right to life victory as 
secures life-prolonging treatment 


A groundbreaking legal judge- 
ment has given disabled people 
the right to demand that doctors 
do not withdraw life-prolonging 
treatment against their wishes. 

The ruling is a victory for dis- 
ability rights campaigners who 
claim disabled people currently 
have to “fight for their right to 
live” when they go to hospital. 

Leslie Burke, 43, took the 
General Medical Council 
(GMC) to the High Court 
claiming its guidelines for doc- 
tors on provision of life-prolong- 
ing treatment were in breach of 
the Human Rights Act. 

The guidelines allow doctors 
to withdraw treatment, includ- 
ing artificial feeding and hydra- 


tion, from a patient who is 
dying or “in a very serious con- 
dition”, if they think it is caus- 
ing more suffering than benefit. 

Burke, who has cerebella 
ataxia, was concerned that 
doctors would let him die from 
dehydration once his condition 
deteriorated. 

Justice Munby ruled that 
doctors must fulfil a patient’s 
wish to receive life-prolonging 
treatment, including following 
any “living will” written by a 
person who had since become 
incapacitated. 

If no living will exists, doc- 
tors must continue treatment 
unless doing so would, from the 
patient’s point of view, make 


advised her to refuse. 

Easyjet, which has assumed 
legal responsibility for the case, 
has paid several thousand 
pounds to cover immediate care 
costs. 

In the programme, Dr 
Berwick said she was in “finan- 
cial shtuk” while waiting for 
lawyers to reach agreement over 
the level of compensation. If 
agreement cannot be reached 
the case will go to trial. 

An Easyjet spokeswoman 
said: “It’s all down to the insur- 
ers and we would provide an 
amount following their recom- 
mendation. There are conflict- 
ing medical reports and from 
our point of view there’s not a 
lot we can do.” 

Mr Massie said: “What 
Lin has had to suffer in sorting 
out the claim is almost as 
bad as the injury. If an airline 
has got it wrong, they should 
try and resolve it as quickly as 
possible.” 


High Court 


life “intolerable”. In such cases, 
courts would decide whether 
treatment could be withdrawn 
if there were disputes. 

Bert Massie, chair of the 
Disability Rights Commission, 
said: “Until now, doctors had 
the power to refuse or with- 
draw life-prolonging treatment 
and to disregard a disabled per- 
son’s wishes based, in some 
cases, on a set of assumptions 
that disability equals a very 
poor quality of life. 

“This judgement provides 
genuine protection for disabled 
people with serious long-term 
conditions.” 


The GMC has sought leave 
to appeal. 


On the cover: Danny Crates is one of many British athletes hoping to bring a medal home from this 
month’s Paralympics in Athens. He is pictured at the Sydney 2000 games in the 400m, where he took 
bronze. DN’s four-page Paralympic preview gives tips on potential winners, a classification guide and a 
timetable for the games. It also asks why the mainstream media virtually ignores the Paralympics, which 
is expected to produce more medals for Britain than the Olympics. Picture: Graham Bool Photography 
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Quality vehicles for wheelchair users 


Constables 
mobility 


constablesmobility.com 


We believe our customers should get the same service or better than any other car-buyer. 
That means we will drive a demonstrator car to your home. We will take another car in 
part-exchange and organise after sales servicing and repairs. We are a Premier Motability Partner and all Motability 
paperwork is taken care-of, we will even buy-back the car if you no longer need a converted vehicle. 


Imagine if all car dealerships refused to take your money until they'd seen you at home 


and made sure that their vehicle would meet all your requirements? 


What a breath of fresh air... 


Call 01323 76 75 74 for a comprehensive guide to buying a vehicle converted 
for wheelchair access and the range of vehicles available for both front and rear seat travel. 


CarChair 


Up-front travel 


range includes; Focus / 307 / Megane /807 
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Rear access vehicles 


range includes; 807 / Kangoo / Expert 


Front door or rear door - We'll bring it to your door 


Contact Constables Limited 

Head Office: 01323 76 75 74. 
Scottish Office: 01738 850 777 
E-mail info@constablesmobility.com 


www.constablesmobility.com 
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News 3 


Protection scheme (Bang the drum 


SOUTH BANK CENTRE 


A new scheme to protect vul- 
nerable adults from abusers has 
een criticised because it will 
not help disabled people 
who employ care workers 
in their homes through direct 
payments. 

The long-awaited Protection 
of Vulnerable Adults (POVA) 
scheme places a duty on 
providers of residential and 
domiciliary care to check 
whether potential staff are on a 
list of people banned from 
working with vulnerable adults. 

Campaigners have already 
raised fears that it will only 
cover those who provide per- 


sonal care and that staff in day 
centres and the NHS are not 
yet subject to the scheme. 

But Kathryn Stone, director 
of the charity Voice UK, said 
she was most concerned about 
a gap in protection for disabled 
people who use direct payments 
to employ non-agency staff at 
home. “It is important because 
people are going to be at risk,” 
she said. 

Gary FitzGerald, chief exec- 
utive of Action on Elder Abuse, 
said: “At the moment, people 
on direct payments do not 
access any of the protective 
measures available to other 


won't help everyone 


people. It is going to be diffi- 
cult to deal with and find a way 
forward, but that doesn’t mean 
we shouldn’t try.” 

It is likely the government 
will alter legislation to intro- 
duce POVA checks in the NHS, 
but has yet to indicate that it 
will do so in other areas. 

The Department of Health 
said it would not want people 
who use direct payments to 
employ a relative to be forced 
to use POVA. 

A spokeswoman said: “We 
will take on any suggestions 
and look into any ways in 
which it can be strengthened.” 


Anti-social law questioned 


New Scottish laws aimed at 
tackling anti-social behaviour 
could unfairly target some dis- 
abled people, campaigners fear. 

The Anti-Social Behaviour 
Act, due to come into force 
next month, defines anti-social 
behaviour as anything which 
causes alarm or distress. 

But some Scottish disability 
charities believe this could trap 
young people with conditions 
such as autism or Attention 
Deficit Hyperactivity Disorder, 
whose behaviour could appear 
to be anti-social. 

Michelle Hegarty, director of 


The University and College 
Lecturers’ Union has 
lemanded that the govern- 
nt introduce a single 
uality act before establish- 
ng a Commission for 
Squality and Human Rights. 
(This will replace organisa- 
tions such as the Disability 
ights Commission). 
The union said a law 
would be needed that “cre- 
ates the same level of protec- 
tion from discrimination for 
groups” by copying from 
ace relations legislation. 


7 


communications for Capability 
Scotland, said: “The legislation 
could be used in a way that we 
do not think is appropriate.” 

Similar laws in England and 
Wales have led to disabled 
young people being targeted by 
the authorities, she said. 

Shabnum Mustapha, policy 
and campaigns officer for the 
National Autistic Society in 
Scotland, added: “We think 
people with autism could end 
up getting caught in it.” 

The two charities and other 
groups lobbied for months to 
persuade the Scottish Executive 


hoisting. 


to bathe bed 


ridden clients. 


PORTABLE SHOWER 


Don't let your clients miss out 


e The modern way 


to ensure the act distinguished 
between intentional and unin- 
tentional behaviour. 

Although it failed to do so, 
the Scottish Executive promised 
to include protection in guid- 


ance published alongside 
the act. 
A Scottish Executive 


spokesman said: “We want to do 
all we can to ensure that individ- 
uals are not in any way penalised 
because of their disability. 

“If groups still have con- 
cerns, we will want to hear 
those and discuss those with 
them.” 


e Restore dignity and wellbeing with 
a shower and hair wash. 

° Safe, easy to use 
and cost effective. 

e Avoid stressful 


aS 


Genie Care 
safety and care in bed 


Tel: 01903 733377 Fax: 01903 734368 www.geniecare.com 
ISO9001 Registered. Member BHTA 


Temi Abiloye made himself 
heard loud and clear at the 
RNIB’s Children’s Music Day, 
which took place during the 
school holidays. 

Six-year-old Temi, who lives 
in north London, was among 
100 blind and partially sighted 
youngsters who took part in 
the Who Let the Drums Out? 
performance at London’s Royal 
Festival Hall. 

The event marks the tenth 
anniversary of the venue’s 
annual music days for children 
and was part of its Rhythm 


pee iti a ae 
Sticks festival, which has also 
been running for ten years. 

Sally Zimmermann, music 
education and employment 
advisor for the RNIB, said 
music was a “fundamental 
method of expression and com- 
munication for children with 
sight loss”. 

She added that children 
could “all too often feel inhib- 
ited and frustrated in music 
lessons in school, so having 
many take part in this kind of 
event regardless of sight or abil- 
ity made the day really special”. 


LOOK! AMAZING NEW PRICEGUIDE EXPOSES HUGE PRICE DIFFERENCES 


TOO MUCH FOR A SCOOTER, 
POWERCHAIR, STAIRLIFT, 
BATHLIFT, RISER ARMCHAIR, BED 
OR OTHER MOBILITY PRODUCT? 


“No-one should even 
consider buying a 
mobility product until 
they have read this 
remarkably revealing 
report and have 
compared prices” 


ou could end up saving 

hundreds of pounds with this 
Brand New Pricewatch 
PriceGuide from Mobility 
Matters, a group of 
independent showroom based 
distributors. 


ncredibly, prices vary 

substantially depending on 
where and how you buy and 
alarmingly, you could end up 


Call the 24hour request line now 


on 08705 134130 


or write to Mobility Matters, Dept DN904, 
Freepost NHO170, Kettering, NN14 1BR 


Le 

ARE YOU ABOUT TO PAY FAR eS Mobility 
Jenaamara 
ARICIEGIUTID 
REPO a 


paying £100’s more for exactly 
the same product. Don’t make 
the mistake of paying way over 
the odds unnecessarily. 


he new PriceGuide explains 

what to look out for and 
provides you with realistic price 
ranges so you are less likely to 
get caught out. It’s free and it’s 
invaluable. 


( fe now and your local 


distributor will send you a 
copy of the priceguide to help 
you before you commit yourself. 
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4 News 


DN CAMPAIGN 


ail threat for 


cannabis-using 


grandmother 


A disabled grandmother, who 
uses cannabis as a painkiller, is 
due in court later this month to 
find out whether she will be 
sent to prison for possessing 
the drug. 

Victoria Hodgson, from 
Lochinver in north Scotland, 
was arrested after the police 
received a tip-off that she was 
in possession of the drug in 
June 2002. 

Mrs Hodgson was charged 
after police found cannabis in 
her bag and at her home. 

At a court appearance on 23 
June this year Mrs Hodgson 
pleaded not guilty to possessing 
cannabis at three locations in 
Lochinver, Sutherland, on 
grounds of necessity. 

Mrs Hodgson told Dornoch 
Sheriff Court that cannabis 
alleviates back and neck pain 
caused by thoracic scoliosis and 
arthritis, and that she would be 
confined to her home if she did 
not take it. 

The trial continues on 13 
September. 

The case comes as pressure 
grows on the government to 


heard 


end the continuing delays in 
getting cannabis approved by 
the Medicines and Healthcare 
products Regulatory Agency 
(MHRA). 

Labour MP Peter Bradley, 
who is leading the campaign, 
has written to Home Office 
minister Caroline Flint express- 
ing his dismay at the situation. 

He said the government has 
a “moral duty” to give disabled 
people the drug and has tabled 
an Early Day Motion, calling 
for the legalisation of medicinal 
cannabis. 

He said: “Even though the 
MHRA might have some 
remaining concerns about the 
risks associated with therapeu- 
tic cannabis, they are unlikely 
to be significant and, while we 
wait for it to come to its con- 
clusions, many are suffering. 

“The decision whether or not 
to use cannabis as a medicine 
ought to be left to those who, 
without it, suffer severe symp- 
toms which are not in dispute. 

“They should be allowed to 
make their own informed 


choice,” he added. 


News: 


More than 200 national newspapers and magazines are now available on 
audio tape or in electronic format for anyone who has difficulty reading. 


All your favourite national titles are available from Talking Newspapers. 
Recorded in our own studios by our experienced team of sound 
engineers and readers, these publications are supplied on quality audio 
tape - many are also available in electronic format for use on a PC. To 
order your FREE catalogue or for further information please call: 


0870 442 9592 


2ader’s Digest... Daily Mail... Woman’s Weekly... Guardian... 
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Can’t move on 


A disabled single mum has told 
of the five-year housing night- 
mare she fears is risking the 
lives of her young children. 

Charmian Carter sleeps 
downstairs in her four-bedroom 
house in Reading as she cannot 
climb stairs because of a mobil- 
ity impairment. This means she 
cannot reach the bedrooms of 
four of her children, three of 
whom are disabled. 

One daughter, aged 14, has a 
sleep disorder; her 12-year-old 
daughter has dyspraxia; her 
eight-year-old son has autism 
and dyspraxia, and she has 
another daughter, aged eight. 

“Tl have to say goodnight to 
them downstairs,” she said. 
“Potentially, I could lose four of 
my kids if there was a fire.” 

Mrs Carter sleeps in the same 
room as her severely disabled 
five-year-old daughter Julia, but 
friends have to bathe her. 


The Conservative party is con- 
sidering a call for winter fuel 
payments for disabled people 
under 60 ahead of the next gen- 
eral election. 

In a consultation, launched 
last month, the party asks how 
the benefits system should be 
reformed and refers to the “par- 
ticular complaints about non- 
access to winter fuel payments”. 


the 


TNAUK 


Email: info@tnauk.org.uk 


i Jie fans 
Mrs Carter has been asking 
Ealing Family Housing 
Association (EFHA) and 
Reading social services for 
more accessible accommoda- 
tion for five years. 

But she has been told adapt- 
ing the house would be too 
expensive and that there are no 
other suitable homes available. 

Mrs Carter said: “There are 
times when you feel like bang- 


Shadow minister for disabled 
people Paul Goodman later said 
he thought there were “justified 
complaints about the ineligibili- 
ty of many disabled people for 
the winter fuel allowance”. 

Mr Goodman previously 
told DN (April 2004) that he 
was “very sympathetic” to 
extending the payment. 

On education, the party asks 
whether inclusion is working in 
schools, raising fears they might 
call for a return to segregated 


Talking Newspaper Association of the 
UK is a registered charity, No: 293656 


National Recording Centre, Heathfield 
East Sussex, TN21 8DB 


Web site: www.tnauk.org.uk 


Hi-Fi News... Time... Cosmopol 


ing people’s heads together.” 

Robert Paice, EFHA’s region- 
al housing manager, admitted) 
the Carters’ situation was 
“potentially” unsafe. | 

A Reading Borough Council 
spokeswoman said it was work- 
ing with other agencies to help) 
them, but could not find her a} 
house as she was not on its 
housing register. Mrs Carter said, 
she has been told she was on it. 
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Tories stoke winter fuel debate 


special schools. A spokesman) 
said: “We’re not just going to, 
say ‘it’s not working so we'll 
stop the current system’. If peo-| 
ple say it’s down to resources, 
we'd look at resources.” 
e Tell the Conservatives why) 
you think winter fuel payments) 
should be available to severely| 
disabled people under 60. Email 
disabilityconsultation@ 
conservatives.com or write to) 
Paul Goodman, 25 Victoria 
Street, London SW1H ODL. : 


Hunt on for UK's 
most accessible 
pubs and clubs - 


The Disability Rights 
Commission (DRC) is asking, 
disabled people to tell them, 
who are the UK’s best and 
worst services providers in 
terms of meeting their needs. 
The commission wants to 
find out which service providers: 
are shutting disabled people 
out, by asking people to vote, 
for the best (most accessible) 
and worst (least accessible) ser-| 
vice providers on its website*. | 
The poll covers major super- 
markets and high street stores 
as well as entertainment venues 
such as cinemas, theme parks 
and football clubs. Local 
authorities are also included. 
The DRC points out that i 
the service provider that people 
want to vote for is not listed, 
they can nominate another 
store or venue to be added to 
the list. The poll will run until 
the end of the year. 
*www.drc.org.uk 
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| A round-up of news in the 
)mainstream media from 


|Gulf War veterans were 
“made to feel like the 
enemy” when they began to 
experience health problems, 
‘the independent inquiry 
hinto Gulf War syndrome 
heard. 
' More than 200 veterans 
' submitted evidence to Lord 
| Berwick’s inquiry, which is 
due to report at the end of 
) this month. 

Meanwhile research pub- 
lished in the British Medical 
‘Journal showed male veterans 
of the first Gulf War are at an 
increased risk of infertility: 


{Murder charge 
A father from Worthing was 
‘charged with the murder of 
his terminally ill son. 
Andy Wragg, 36, from 
' Worthing in West Sussex, 
‘is due to appear in court 
on 22 October following 
the death of ten-year-old 
Jacob, who had Hunter 
Syndrome. 

The boy’s mother was 
arrested but released without 
charge. 


Hospital apologises 
“New Cross Hospital in 
- Wolverhampton apologised 
‘to a family who claimed staff 
|made inappropriate com- 
‘ments to their dying son, 
who had autism. 

A doctor reportedly 
referred to Christopher 
Smith, 18, of Bilston, as “it” 
and joked about feeding him 
from a trough. 

The hospital said that, 
following the incident in 
January 2003, it would be 
running awareness training 
sessions about autism and 
learning difficulties. 


‘Shaking it’ crass 
Car makers Renault had to 
miter their “Shake It” TV 
advert after several people 
complained it mocked peo- 
ple with Parkinson’s disease. 

The advert, which fea- 
tures people shaking their 
bottoms to the song I see 
you baby (shaking that ass), 
looked to some people as if 
the actors were in distress. 

The company is now air- 
ing a modified version of 
the advert which “took some 
of the images out and 
replaced them with people 
smiling”. 


The government’s draft School 
Transport Bill could force dis- 
abled children to pay for their 
own school transport, accord- 
ing to a committee report. 

The government wants to 
cut the cost of school trans- 
port because it currently 
spends £650 million a year on 
buses and taxis for pupils. 

The draft bill outlines mea- 
sures to allow local education 
authorities to begin charging 
for school transport and calls 
for greater integration of 
Special Educational Needs 
(SEN) children into main- 
stream transport. 

But the Education and 
Skills Select Committee says it 
issconcernedmMhe draft bill 
could adversely affect disabled 
children. Although 70 per cent 
of school transport funds are 
spent on disabled children, 


their needs are largely ignored 
in the bill. 

The report concludes: “The 
provision of transport for 
pupils with SEN is not given 
adequate consideration.” 

Councillor Ramon 
Wilkinson, a local government 
representative, told the commit- 
tee councils would be keen to 
move towards mainstream 
transport to curb the growing 
costs of SEN transport. 

Paul Holmes MP, Liberal 
Democrat disability spokes- 
man, said: “While some chil- 
dren can go on mainstream 
transport, others have to travel 
20 miles to school. If they used 
public transport they wouldn’t 
get there until lunchtime.” 

He added: “This is a con- 
fused mess of a bill. Charles 
Clarke needs to tear it up and 
start again.” 


School transport New powers to curb 
charge warning blue badge abuse 


Police and parking enforce- 
ment officers have been given 
powers to clamp down on blue 
badge abuse. New legislation 
will give them powers to 
inspect blue badges and fine 
non-disabled people who park 
in disabled bays in public 
places up to £1,000. 

The measures are part of 
the Traffic Management Bill, 
which became law in July and 
will be enforced next year. 

Douglas Campbell, execu- 
tive director of the Disabled 
Drivers’ Association, said: 
“It’s good news. I had fears 
that it was going to drift into 
the next parliament.” 

But he added: “I would be 
horrified if we don’t see guide- 
lines by November and imple- 
mentation by Easter 2005.” 

A Department for 
Transport spokesman could 


News 5 


not confirm a date for imple- 
mentation, saying: “Guidance 
needs to be written and con- 
sulted on. Hopefully, it will be 
sometime next year.” 

Mr Campbell added that 
the government needed to 
“put the support in” for park- 
ing enforcement officers to 
carry out their role and do 
more to ensure councils stop 
issuing blue badges to people 
who are not entitled to them. 


shopmobility ban for returning wheelchair late 


A disabled woman was barred 
from her local Shopmobility 
scheme for returning an electric 
wheelchair late. 

Dr Sonali Shah (right) told 
DN she was furious to find she 
had been punished with a five- 
week ban by the Nottingham 
scheme, which left her unable 
to visit the city centre. 

But the scheme’s managers 
said they had been forced to 


bar her because of persistent 
lateness in returning equipment 


Isn’t it time YOU joined THE organisation 
run by disabled people that is successful 
where it matters? 


e Fighting for exemption from congestion charges 

¢ Demanding better parking provision 

¢ Lobbying for worthwhile changes to the Blue 
Badge scheme 

e Free information and advice service for members 


¢ Bi-monthly magazine, free to members 


e Discounts on ferries and Eurotunnel 
¢ Working for disabled drivers and passengers 


Annual membership just £14 


The Disabled Drivers’ Association 
Freepost ANG4568 
Ashwellthorpe, Norwich, NR16 1DZ 
Tel: 0870 770 3333 [=Jemail: DDAHQ@aol.com 
www.DDA.org.uk 


that had left other disabled 
people without wheelchairs 
and had forced staff to work 
overtime. 

Coordinator Brendan Berry 
said he had now started an 
“incident book” to keep track 
of people who abused the 
scheme, after Dr Shah com- 
plained to local newspapers. 

“We plan to keep a record 
so we can draw on it every sin- 


gle time a chair is late,” he said. 

Dr Shah said she had only 
been late four times over four 
years, for reasons such as losing 
her personal assistant. 

John Smith, parking services 
manager at Nottingham City 
Council, reduced the ban to 
two weeks but said it was 
justified because Dr Shah had 
regularly returned chairs up to 
45 minutes late. 


A qualified designer who is also disabled will make all the difference 
to the design of your accessible kitchen 


} Design Matters understands that access should not mean sacrificing 
| choice, quality or value for money. The company provides a comprehensive 
|} design, supply and installation service to individuals, OTs and others with a 
|| responsibility for access. 


'| Adam Thomas, a wheelchair user since 1981, has 20 years professional 
‘| experience of access issues. He designed both kitchens at the Disabled 
| Living Foundation. 


z Design Matters is a family run business with over 25 years design 
'| experience. Its accessible showroom has easy parking and is located just 
| off the M40 at junction 3/4. 

.. bringing you 


| ofr ACCESSIBLE DESIGN || 
BY AND FOR DISABLED PEOPLE | 


wast, Aries House, Straight Bit, Flackwell Heath 


EN High Wycombe, Buckinghamshire HP10 9NB 
Tel: 01628 531584 Website: pike El 


See ea ee ee ey 


disabilitynow September 2004 


6 News 


This photograph of Kenny 
Richards is one of many images 
displayed as part of Mencap’s 
photography exhibition 2004. 

Photographs from 
SNAP! will be moving from 
the Victoria and Albert 
Museum to the Royal College 
of Physicians of London in the 
autumn. 

They can then be seen at 
Museum of 
Film and 


the National 
Photography, 
Television in Bradford until 
January. 

Kenny, who lives in 
Dunfermline, Scotland, said: 
“I’ve just got my football 
coaching certificate. 

“I'll be able to teach children 
to play football and I feel proud 


and happy.” 


LOUISE POLLOCK! 


Lifting lid on bog standards 


Disabled people are being 
called on to test toilet facilities 
at pubs, clubs and restaurants 
across the country to mark the 
enforcement of the final part of 
the Disability Discrimination 
Act (DDA). 

Scope is asking people to 
check whether local venues 
allow them to be “free 2 pee” 
on 1 October, when DDA legis- 
lation comes in that requires 
disabled people to have ade- 
quate access to goods, facilites, 
services and premises. 

The charity, which says busi- 


nesses have focused on provid- 
ing signs and level access rather 
than toilet facilities, hopes that 
thousands of people will take 


Blocked toilet: the kind of facility 


the campaign hopes to eradicate 


part in the exercise before fill- 
ing in surveys. 

Actor Luke Hamill, a wheel- 
chair user who stars in The Bill, 
said: “I am constantly amazed 
that businesses actually 
cheat themselves out of possi- 
ble customers. 

“When they don’t have rea- 
sonable disabled access, they 
not only exclude disabled peo- 
ple but all their friends and rel- 
atives too.” 

For more information go to 
www.free2pee.org.uk or call 
020 7619 7245. 


Good health demands that everyone should stand up, 
preventing bladder problems and assisting with better 
circulation, digestion, bone development and pressure 
management. The versatile Genie also assists carers by 
alleviating unnecessary lifting. 


NOW SUCCESSFUL 
CRASH TESTED 


The Genie - Ingenious! 


Further information from 

Easy Care Products Limited. 

Park Lane, Old Park, Telford, TF3 4TE. 
Fax: 01952 616588 
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Footie coach in the picture | Too few social 
activities for kids 


There are too few social activi- 
ties available for children with 
special needs and their families, 
according to the Family 
Matters Institute, a charity for 
family education. 

The organisation has called 
for more “exclusive social pro- 
jects” to be set up across the 
country following its review of 
ten pilot projects led by YMCA 
England, which ranged 
from clubs for families of chil- 
dren with Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder to 
the organisation of family 
fun days. 

A report* published last 
month says that the projects, 
which received between £1,500 
and £2,000 from the Home 
Office, proved to be an “over- 
whelming success” and made a 
difference for families who 


Museum access boost 
Six museums in the north of 
England are to improve access 
for disabled people thanks to 
government grants. Donington 
Le Heath, Wilberforce House, 
Weston Park, York Castle, the 
North of England Open Air 
Museum and Manchester City 
Galleries have all received 
between £86,000 and 
£217,000 for improvements. 
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7  CHARTWELL 

INSURANCE =": 

DISABLED DRIVERS’ 
MOTOR CLUB 


A partnership for the best rates & policies 


MOTOR INSURANCE & LEGAL PROTECTION | 
Adapted Vehicle Specialist 
Optional Breakdown Cover @ £49 
TRAVEL - Best Rates for Disabled People 
WHEELCHAIR OR POWERCHAIR/SCOOTER (incl.breakdown) 
HOUSEHOLD - Buildings & Contents 
COMMERCIAL INSURANCE (incl. Home-working) 


FREEPHONE 0800 652 4652 


MEMBER 


General Insurance 
STANDARDS COUNCIL 


Visa/Mastercard/Switch/Instalments/Direct Debit 
Chartwell House 292/294 Hale Lane, Edgware, Middx, HAS 8NP 
web: www.chartwellinsurance.co.uk 
email: info@chartwellinsurance.co.uk 
ESTABLISHED OVER 35 YEARS 


“welcomed the opportunity t 
spend time together and shar 
in activities which included par 
ents and siblings”. | 
Many projects succeeded as 
they allowed families to enjoy 
time together without having tc 
deal with “negative responses 
of the general public” ie 
children with Asperger’ 
Syndrome and Autism. 
Evaluators also said it woule 
be easier to involve fathers if 
projects took part within 
“safe” environments away from 
the general public. 
The report recommendec 
that, to cater for familie 
through activities, events nee¢ 
to be flexible and interesting s¢ 
that no one in the family ig 
made to feel left out. 
* Family Togetherness with 
Special Needs, www.ymea.org.uk 


} 
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New awards launched — 
The European Commission — 
has launched its first awards © 
for inclusive design and assis- — 
tive technology. European | 
engineers, designers, compa: i 
nies and students are being | 
asked to submit projects that 
will involve users from all sec- | 
tions of society. The Design — 
For All and Assistive _ 
Technology awards have a 
closing date of 15 September. © 
www.dfa-at-awards.org 


News 7 


A disabled journalist has con- 
demned the UK’s lack of con- 
l-erence facilities available for 
\disabled delegates. 

| Stephen Brookes’ (right) 
jconcern arose after members of 
ithe Trades Union Congress 
(TUC) were told that there was 
ino suitable, affordable venue 
for the union’s 2005 disability 
‘conference other than its own 
‘headquarters in London. 

A union statement said that 
sdespite having contacted all the 
country’s major conference 
venues, “it is regretted that 
mone of them can currently 
provide what is needed for this 
vevent — a fully accessible venue, 
with enough suitable bedrooms 
within the host resort/town”. 

The TUC said historically 
recognised conference centres in 
Blackpool, Brighton, Bourne- 
mouth and Scarborough would 
not be able to fulfil the needs of 
disabled people at such an event 
until at least 2007. 
~ Venues in major cities such 
as Manchester, Birmingham, 
Sheffield and York cannot offer 
the union any financial support 
package to enable the confer- 
ence to take place. 

Mr Brookes, who is chair of 
the disabled members’ council 
of the National Union of 


Oo meet 
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Journalists, said that while the 
news reflected a national failure 
to meet requirements of the 
Disability Discrimination Act 
(DDA) he was particularly dis- 
appointed it was a problem in 
his home town. 

“T live in Blackpool and to 
find that my home town, which 
has always been in the forefront 
for national conferences, has 
no suitable venue is just not 
acceptable,” he said. 

He added: “Last year a simi- 
lar conference was held in 
Blackpool, in a new hotel, and 
it failed to address the needs of 
disabled people. The truth is 
that no one has taken the basic 
needs of the DDA into consid- 
eration or recognised they have 
had nine years to come to 
terms with the fact that dis- 
abled people have legal rights.” 


owhere (Court on the net 
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Angie Atkinson and Kevin 
Prince (left), who met on an 
internet site for disabled peo- 
ple, are looking forward to get- 
ting married this year. 

Angie has moved with her 
sons, 
has cerebral palsy, from Norfolk 
to be near to Kevin’s home 
in Bolton. 

They hope to find a suitable 
home for them all soon and 
then arrange their wedding. 

Kevin, who became quadri- 
plegic following a motorbike 
accident in 1975, said: “I 
couldn’t believe my luck when 
we started chatting. 

“When we met face-to-face, 
we got on so well straight away.” 

Angie added: “I was not 
expecting to find love like this 
and I know Kevin wasn’t either, 
but it happened and we are 


very happy.” 
www.disabledunited.com 


including one who 


Call for more audio description 


Campaigners are to demand 
five-fold increases in rates of 
TV audio description following 
the publication of new access 
targets. 

They say the requirement 
that ten per cent of program- 
ming should be audio described 
lags far behind the 80 per cent 
target for subtitling. 

The media watchdog Ofcom, 
which published the targets last 
month, has been praised for 
bringing forward the deadline 


for audio description from ten 
to five years, but it remains for 
the government to decide 
whether the percentage required 
should be changed. 

Denise Evans, outgoing head 
of broadcasting at the RNIB 
said: “Ten per cent in RNIB’s 
opinion is very low and we will 
be taking this issue up with a 
view to seeking a review of the 
target with the Secretary of 
State at the Department of 
Culture, Media and Sport. 


“RNIB will press for a target 
of 50 per cent audio described 
programmes for blind and 
partially sighted people,” 
she added. 

A government spokesman 
said: “In the light of Ofcom’s 
decision to speed up progress 
towards the ten per cent audio 
description target, we shall be 
seeking advice from Ofcom to 
consider whether the ten per- 
cent target could be raised and 
over what timescale.” 


Civil service boost 
The number of new disabled 
people being employed by the 
civil service has increased in 
the past year. A report by the 
Office of the Commissioner 
for Public Appointments 
shows that in 2003/04 3.2 per 
cent of appointments were of 
people with a declared dis- 
ability, compared with 2.7 
per cent during the previous 
12 months. The number of 
organisation chairs with dis- 
abilities increased from 2.7 
to 2.8 per cent. 

Me ihe —annual report 
highlights research and 
information on best practice 
in attracting disabled 
employees. 
www.ocpa.gov.uk 


orrection 

In DN August it was report- 
-ed that the winner of the 
i small store award in 2004’s 
Baywatch awards was Tesco 
in Ledbury. The winner was 
fact Tesco in Withernsea. 


BP within reach. 


Each year, we make highlights 
from our annual report available 
on CD and audio cassette for 


our visually impaired audience. 
For a free CD or audio cassette 
of BP’s Annual Report and 
Accounts 2003 please telephone 
our Distribution Services on 
0870 241 3269. 
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§ News 


Letter from Brussels 


The government announce- 
ment that the Draft Disability 
Discrimination Bill will be 
widened to make it easier for 
people with mental health 
problems to take up cases 
reflects a wider debate taking 
place across Europe. 

According to Mental 
Health Europe, which com- 
prises more than 80 mental 
health organisations from 
across the continent, people 
with mental health problems 
represent ten per cent of the 
population — a total of around 
45 million people. 

As healthcare remains some- 
thing that is controlled nation- 
ally eather athane by the 
European Union (EU), there is 
no common EU action in the 
field of mental health support 
or promotion, although all 
member states have mental 
health laws to differing degrees. 

For example, Austria has no 
comprehensive mental health 
act with a legal obligation to 
provide services, although laws 
providing legal protection of 
persons with mental incapaci- 
ty do exist. As in many other 
European countries, the pre- 


Richard Howitt 


vention of mental health prob- 
lems is still in its early stages. 

Meanwhile, in Poland, as is 
the case in most Eastern 
European countries, there is a 
heavy dependence on institu- 
tionalised care with little user 
involvement. 

On the other hand, 
Germany has an excellent 
record for involving ex-users 
and family members in the 
design of mental health care 
approaches. 

The European Network of 
(ex-) Users and Survivors of 
Psychiatry ensures there is a 
voice at EU level. Matching 
other efforts to bring users 
and service providers closer 
together across the continent, 
the network has launched a 
joint European project to cam- 
paign to end institutionalisa- 
tion in favour of community 
based support services. 

Proposed changes to the 
draft bill in Britain could have 
implications for mental health 
legislation in other European 
countries, but this would 
require a comprehensive EU 
disability discrimination law 
to be passed. 


Richard Howitt MEP is chair of the European Parliament 
All-Party Disability Intergroup, e-mail: ep@edf-feph.org 


Living independently 


Christies Care provides help for people who 
want to remain in their own homes and need 


help to do so. 


* Do you want us for a week or two, for months or for years? 
* Do you want us regularly perhaps two weeks in four? 


* We monitor regularly to make sure 


you are happy 


* 24 hour Duty Manager available, 


* Well trained staff 
* We visit before we s&rt 


www. christiescare.com 


Two disabled children were 
forced to sit in soiled nappies 
for over seven hours and miss 
their medication and being fed 
because an airline ignored 
seating requests for them, 
according to their father. 

One of the children’s wheel- 
chairs was also torn when 
they arrived at Manchester 
airport. 

Paul Preston told DN that 
staff of a Virgin Atlantic flight 
threatened to kick his family 
off the plane after he and his 
wife Rachel complained about 
the seats when travelling back 
from their holiday in 
Disneyland, Orlando. 


The children, Stacey (pic- 
tured left) and Kieran, both 
have mitochondrial disease 
and need 24-hour 
Despite giving the airline six 
months’ notice asking for 
three bulkhead seats so Mrs 
Preston could reach the chil- 
dren, who are fed through 


care. 


their stomachs, only two seats } 
were provided. The children } 
had to sit on their own. . 

Mr Preston said: “My wife } 
was crying. I was upset and } 
very annoyed. For seven hours } 
and 40 minutes we were unable | 
to change soiled and wet nappy } 
pads and the tube-feeds.” 

Mr Preston is demanding an } 
investigation by Virgin Atlantic. | 
“We want to know why and | 
how this could occur after we | 
made every possible arrange- } 
ment to identify possible areas 
of access concern,” he said. 

A spokeswoman for the air- | 
line apologised for the upset } 
caused and offered the family 
£1,000 worth of Virgin 
Atlantic vouchers. 


Ignorance revealed as deaf flyers barred 


The National Deaf Children’s 
Society (NDCS) has chal- 
lenged airlines to stop discrim- 
inating against disabled pas- 
sengers after a group of 23 
teenagers was thrown off a 
plane at Heathrow airport 
because they were deaf. 

The students, who were fly- 
ing to the Canary Islands to 
celebrate finishing their A-lev- 
els, were escorted off the Iberia 
Airlines flight after being told 
that too many deaf people 


MAYOR OF LONDON 


in association with Greater London 


Action on Disability presents 


were flying together. 

They were allowed on a 
flight the next day. 

The airline has guidance on 
dealing with deaf passengers, 
but it says that staff can refuse 
to allow deaf people to fly. 
The NDCS said all airlines 
must treat deaf passengers 
with the same respect as hear- 
ing passengers. 

After the incident, the char- 
ity contacted 14 airlines to see 
whether they had any guid- 


ance on dealing with deaf pas- } 
sengers and was “shocked” to | 
discover only half did. 

Those without included 
UK-based airlines Britannia 
Airways and My Travellite, 
who should produce guide- | 
lines that comply with the 
government’s code of practice. } 

The NDGS said airlines 
should provide hearing loops, 
subtitled safety and entertain- 
ment videos and ensure all staff 
have deaf awareness training, 


sponsored by Lloyds TSB 


—~ Trafalgar Square, Saturday 4 September 2004 1pm- 6pm 


For further information: 
www.london.gov.uk 

email: liberty@london.gov.uk 
Tel: 020 7983 4100 


Minicom: 020 7983 4458 
Recorded Information Line: ~ 
020 7983 4277 | 


mail@christiescare.com 


Please ring or e-mail for a discussion or 


: our free booklet 01728 605000 
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[he team manager of a sports 
‘lub for disabled people is 
irging sports enthusiasts to 
oin up and help save it from 
losing down. 

Shirley Bennett, who attend- 
-d the Eagle Sports Club, north 
west London, for most of its 
29-year history before she 
segan managing it, has said she 
will combat declining member- 


Athens ban 
fails to mar 
Global Games 


Great Britain’s athletes with 
learning difficulties won seven 
medals at this summer’s Global 


‘Games in Sweden. 

The event was organised by 
the International Sports 
Federation for Persons with 
Intellectual Disability (INAS- 
FID), after failing to reach an 

greement with the 
Ben ational Paralympic 
Committee over the inclusion 
of athletes with learning diffi- 
culties. 

The athletes had to raise 
more than £850 each to attend 
fhe games because their 
Paralympic exclusion affected 
funding. 

The England football squad 
were crowned champions after 
a 4-1 win over Poland with cen- 
tre-half Scott Curley picking up 
the tournament’s most valuable 
player award. 

Swimmer Craig Moate won 
two golds in a world record- 
breaking performance in the 
‘men’s 1500m and the 200m but- 
terfly while Ainsley Blease and 
Nicholas Boylan took silver 
and bronze respectively in their 
200m breaststroke finals. 


me SP Wal, gee 
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In athletics, Claire Ryan 
(above) won silver in the 400m 
and bronze in the 200m. 

Regan Cooper, chairman of 
the English Sports Association 
for People with a Learning 
Disability, said the games, while 
successful, could not replace 
the Paralympics. 

“It is vital that the problems 
that exist between the 
Paralympic Committee and 
learning disability sport are 
overcome as quickly as possi- 


ble,” he said. 


ship by making more sports 
available at the bi-monthly 
meeting. They will include mini 
crossbow and curling. 

The club, based at Harrow 
Leisure Centre, already pro- 
vides table tennis, badminton, 
archery, carpet bowling and 
athletics. 

Mrs Bennett, who holds 280 
medals for her achievements in 


Club calls for good sports 


several sports, said: “I want to 
keep it going because although 
we are small, we have a good 
team which goes out and wins 
medals.” 

She added: “There needs to 
be a club specially for us. 
There’s nothing else quite like 
this in Harrow or neighbouring 
boroughs either.” 

Tel: 020 8901 5980 


Sapphire 


yea ; BEE Ys hm P| mi 
Super Shop: The Co-op has signed up to the Guide Dogs for the Blind 
Association’s high street charter. Joyce Warren and guide dog Kola cel- 
ebrate more Braille labels too with Cambridge manager Keith Piper. 


Call now for information on a Sterling scooter dealer near you quoting 
reference DN400 
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10 Health news 


Access restricted 
The National Institute for 
Clinical Excellence (NICE) 
has restricted access to osteo- 
porosis drugs for women 
under 65 despite protests 
from campaigners. Only 
those who have the condition 
and “one or more risks”, such 
as family history or untreated 
premature menopause, will 
be prescribed bisphospho- 
nates. Others with osteoporo- 
sis will not, even if they have 
broken a bone. 


Annual check 

NICE has also recommend- 
ed that people with type 1 
diabetes are checked every 
year to see whether they are 
at risk of blocked arteries. In 
guidance on the condition’s 
management, it also says the 
educational needs of 
patients should be consid- 
ered annually. 


Storage time increase 
People with multiple sclerosis 
have welcomed a European 
Commission decision that the 
drug Betaferon can be stored 
at room temperature for up 
to 24 months rather than 
three months. Betaferon user 
Stephanie Millward said trav- 
el would be easier and she 
would no longer be reminded 
of her condition whenever she 
opened the fridge. 


DOBLO ASPEN 


Lowered rear floor and 
lightweight ramp. Up to 65 inch 
headroom. Power steering. 
Electric windows. Remote central 
locking. Driver and passenger 
airbag. Choice of engines 


S04 Motability 


The leading car scheme for disabled people 
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SPECIALIST VEHICLES 


miricml Users to get more involve 


A retired social worker has been 
invited to help the government 
involve disabled people in the 
planning of health care services 
after he wrote a letter to the 
Department of Health (DoH) 
criticising poor inclusion. 

Mike Cox (right) , who had 
worked in mental health spe- 
cialising in public and patient 
involvement, challenged patient 
Harry Cayton to begin 
“first level 


mESAie 
consulting with 
stakeholders”. 
His demands to Mr Cayton, 
officially the director for 
patients and the public, fol- 
the 
announcement that it is to abol- 
ish the Commission for Patient 
and Public Involvement in 


lowed government’s 


Calls for review of mental health 


The publication of the annual 
league tables for NHS trusts in 
England has caused confusion 
and disagreement over whether 
mental health services are 
improving. 

Concerns were raised by 
mental health trusts after they 
received worse results than last 
year. Seven trusts scored lowest 
with zero stars, compared with 
just three last year. More trusts 
failed to gain two or all of the 
maximum possible three stars. 

As DN went to press, three 
health trusts had 


mental 


GM Coachwork build 
vehicles to suit 
individual requirements. 
Why not contact us 
to view our range of 
vehicles or to arrange a 


demonstration/test drive. 


Tel: 01626 853050 


www.gmcoachwork.co.uk 


GM Coachwork Ltd, Trusham, 
Newton Abbot, Devon TQ13 ONX 
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Health (CPPIH), which looks 
after patient forums attached to 
every hospital, primary care, 
mental health and the ambu- 
lance trust in England. 

Mr Cox suggested that dis- 
cussions with “service users 
and carer organisations in 
mental health and physical dis- 
ability” had not taken place 
when regional offices were 
charged with setting up the 
forums last autumn. 

Many politicians and patient 
representatives condemned the 
forums, which replaced com- 
munity health councils (CHCs) 
that had many years of experi- 
ence. Mr Cox told DN 
there was better recognition 
of patient and carer groups 


demanded rating reviews. 

But the Healthcare 
Commission, the body that 
compiled the ratings for the first 
time after taking responsibility 
from the Department of Health 
(DoH), suggested that poor 
quality data had not helped. It 
said information collected about 
the care of service users was 
“simply not good enough” and 
added that it would work with 
the NHS to enhance it. 

Although the pace of 
improvement was “not as quick 
as in other areas of the NHS”, 


DOBLO OHIO 


High roof plus ramp for 
wheelchair access. 58 inch 
headroom. Winch option. 
Driver and passenger airbag. 
Choice of engines. 
Price from £10,995 


We also have 
the South West’s 
best collection 
of quality used 
specialist 
vehicles. 


by CHCs than in the current 


system. 

The reason, he said, was the 
appointment of NHS “adminis- 
trators” at regional level, who 


the commission said the perfor- 
mance of mental health trusts 
was not deteriorating and many 
were “performing well”. 

The DoH said star rating 
performance measures were 
tougher than those used last 
year and claimed trusts were 
making “steady progress”. It 
said it spent an extra £300m 
between 2001/02 and 2003/04 
to improve mental health ser- 
vices in England. 

However, Paul Corry, head 
of campaigns and communica- 
tions for mental health charity 


Do you want more say in your health care services? Call DN with your 
story on 020 7619 7324 or by emailing sarah.hobson@scope.orguk 


CAN YOUR POWERCHAIR 


Experience 
the amazing 
Balder Finesse 
soon. Models to 

suit all ages. 
Variety of 
seating systems _ 

fitted j 


Call Today — 


01256 
767181 


Unit 24, Murrell Green Business Park 
London Road, Hook RG27 9GR 


Fax: 01256 768887 


have not had the pe Oo 
“expert patients” or enoug 
contact with them. They ha 
tended to make decisions base 
on “health authority views”. 
He said that all types o 
healthcare planning shoul 
include “at least one servic 
user and carer on their admin- 
istration boards.” 
Mr Cayton replied to Mi 
Cox, saying that discussions 
dealing with the closure of 
CPPIH were taking place 
with several parties, 
including forums that will 
remain in place. 


The DoH leader invited him 


to discuss his concerns, saying: 
“We would be interested in 
hearing your views.” 


eague tables 


Rethink, said the measures 
were no tougher this year but 
the results were more accurate. | 

He said the ratings were 
“disgraceful” and complained 
that mental health spending 
had grown more slowly than 
other NHS investment in recent 


months. 


results saying they proved th 
government’s progress on men 


The mental health charityl 
Mind also condemned the 


tal health, one of its three 
named health priorities, wa a 


“scandalous”. j 


Beware: 


We understand just how important it is to 
choose a reputable company when looking 
for a wheelchair passenger vehicle. 
Increasingly, we are hearing from customers 
complaining of poor quality service they have 
received elsewhere. 


From your initial contact with us, to 
experiencing a home demonstration to how 
you are treated after you have made a 
purchase, we work hard to make sure that 
your experience with us is smooth, courteous 
and professional. 


Over the years, Mr & Mrs Hebburn have 
become very valued customers of Gowrings 
Mobility. Their latest vehicle, the wheelchair 
accessible Renault Kangoo is the fourth car 
they have had from us in ten years! 


"What | like about Gowrings Mobility is 
nothing is ever too much trouble for them. 
Whenever a part needed replacing, it 
would be totally hassle-free as they 
would speak directly to my local 
garage, and send parts, free of 
charge, the next day. It’s a 
OS VE brilliant service." 
S&S Se - Mr Hebburn, Hampshire 
5 We are different. We like 
to keep our customers 
}. Informed and talk to 
“ie, them through all 
\ae-4 stages of becoming 
oa a Gowrings 


\ to \vy Mobility owner. 


For each of their cars, Mr & Mrs Hebburn 
received a free, no obligation home 
demonstration. Uniquely our team of 
demonstrators are not part of our sales team; 
they are semi-retired professionals who enjoy 
meeting people and they visit hundreds of 
customers each month all around the UK. 


We delivered each of Mr & Mrs Hebburn’s 
cars direct to their door. A member of our 
demonstration team showed them all the 
features, and stayed with them as long as 
they needed to feel comfortable with the car. 


Kangoo Berlingo Multispace Zafira 


Over the years, Mr Hebburn would simply 
call our dedicated Customer Care team with 
any servicing issue. As all our vehicles are 
built to a specified design, they conform to 
consistently high standards and are exactly 
the same. If a part needed replacing, our 
busy Stores Department, which keeps 
computerised track of hundreds of spare 
parts, would dispatch them to Mr Hebburn’s 
local garage via next day delivery. The 
vehicles come with 3 years’ conversion 
warranty alongside the 3-year manufacturer 
warranty for peace of mind. 


When it opened its doors a few years ago, the 
Gowrings Mobility factory was the largest installation 
of its kind in Europe, boasting 18 vehicle lifts. 


It goes without saying that reputation is 
everything, With its first ever ‘Chairman’ 
wheelchair passenger vehicle, Gowrings 
Mobility was a pioneer in what has 40 years 
later become a booming business. Although 
there are now many companies offering 
conversions, none will offer the same level 
of customer service or work in quite the 
same way that we do. 


We would like to hear your experiences, 
good and bad, of buying a wheelchair 


Voyager Relay 


passenger vehicle. Have you been sold a 
wheelchair passenger vehicle without a 
demonstration? Was the service you received 
second-rate? Are you thrilled with the 
service you have received? 


Converted Kangoos look deceptively 
similar at first glance, but many 
have not been tested for safety, 
may not be fully approved by 
Renault and are not even 
supported by a valid warranty. 
Don't get caught out by buying 
from unapproved converters! 
Read our essential 10-point Kangoo 
Check List first before making your decision. 
Contact Lo-Call 0845 608 8020 or complete 
the coupon for your free copy. 


Lo-Call 0845 608 8020 — 


www.gowringsmobility.co.uk 


gowrings 
mobility 


[_] Please send me a full information pack on wheelchair 
passenger vehicles. 


[_] Please send me my FREE Kangoo 10-point Check List 


Postcode 
Telephone 
email 


Please post your coupon to: 
Gowrings Mobility, FREEPOST, Bone Lane, Newbury, 
Berkshire RG14 5ZW. 


Mee ss, hom ame | or (tpl 


Wheelchaur Passenger Vehicles » Swivel Seats . Power Chairs « Mobility Advice 
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12 News focus 


‘No risk of back door euthanasia 


The Mental Capacity Bill has divided disability 
groups and prompted fears about euthanasia 
and the restriction of personal liberties. Nuala 
Calvi puts the questions to constitutional 
affairs minister Lord Filkin. 


Why does the bill not give the 
same legal standing to 
advance decisions on 
continuing treatment as it does 
for withdrawing it? 

“While we can request 
treatment, we don’t have a legal 
right to demand certain 
treatments. But the bill 
strengthens the responsibility 
of doctors to ascertain what the 
wishes of the person would be, 
for example, by requiring 
doctors to consult with people 
who are likely to know. No 
longer can anybody, whether 
social worker, doctor or 
relative, assume that a person 
lacks capacity and therefore it 
is alright to do whatever they 
think is sensible. They have to 
assume the person has capacity, 
unless they have evidence 
otherwise. It is decision-specific 
so they have to say, do they lack 
capacity to make that decision? 
Secondly, if there’s doubt about 
capacity, they have to act ina 
way that maximises their 
ability to make the decision.” 


Could there be a risk of 
euthanasia through the back 
door? 

“No. We’ve had discussions with 
the Catholic church about this. 
We’ve done what they asked us 
to do, which is to put into the bill 
a clear statement that in no way 
does this change the law on 
murder, manslaughter or assisted 
suicide. On the other hand, if we 
believe, as we do, that people 
who've got capacity problems, or 
might have in the future, have as 
much moral worth as anybody 
else, why should I be able to 
refuse treatment but they not be 
able to?” 


How do you make sure that 
disabled people are informed 
about their rights and are not 
being pressured by others? 
“We've tightened the bill in a 
number of ways in terms of 
advance directives... they have 


aie Me 


to be relevant to a specific set 
of circumstances. If a doctor 
thought they weren’t, he would 
be entitled to act and give 
treatment. That allows, of 
course, if there is a dispute, for 
it to go to court. We'll be 
saying in the code of practice 
that advance decisions should 
be made wherever possible after 
people have had advice and 
information.” 


Why does the bill not allow 
advocacy for all decisions? 
“There are two million people 
with capacity problems either 
making decisions themselves or 
having a debate about making 
decisions every single day. It 
just wouldn’t work.” 


What about having a right to 
advocacy for key decisions? 
“That’s certainly where we are 
focusing — on trying to identify 
the situations where it matters 
most that the wishes of person 
who lacks capacity are 
identified. We’re saying there 
has to be an independent 
consultee (IC), who is 
effectively an advocate.” 


What is the role of an 
independent consultee? 

“To use all the evidence to say: 
‘This is what I think the person 
would have wished because of 
X, Y and Z’ — whether that 
makes life easy or not fora 
social care organisation.” 


Why are they only available to 
people who have no friends or 
relatives to speak for them? 
“The detail on the process isn’t 
finalised yet. We think there 
will be other situations where it 
matters that there’s an IC and 
we’re open to views and ideas. 
Of course if it’s a person who 
has had a degenerative 
problem, they will have been 
able to have made a decision 
through the ‘Lasting Power of 
Attorney’ process to try to 
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choose someone who has their 
confidence.” 


People will be able to carry out 
care and treatment on an 
incapacitated person under 
certain conditions without fear 
of prosecution. Could this 
power be abused? 

“We've spent a lot of time 
recasting it to make it tighter 
and more specific, but also to 
address what is actually a legal 
problem — that if a person 
doesn’t have capacity, a carer or 
a relative could be open to 
charges of acting illegally if 
they dress that person or stop 
them crossing the road in front 
of a car. We’ve essentially said 
if a decision maker acts in X, Y 
and Z ways they’ll have legal 
protection, but if they don’t, 
they won’t. The X,Y, Z would 
be essentially: is it really 
necessary for you to take that 
action and is there evidence? 
Could you defer it to a time 
when the person would be able 
to make the decision?” 


Do family and informal carers 
have to meet the same 
standards as professionals to 
avoid prosecution? 

“Yes. The clauses apply to 
informal carers just as much as 
to specialist carers. We'll have 


ran 
to develop a range of 
pamphlets targeted at specific 
decision makers.” 


When will the new Court of 
Protection be used and will it 
be accessible? 

“Tf anyone has a dispute — 
whether it’s the person making 
a decision or the person 


The Mental 
Capacity Bill 
explained 


The Mental Capacity Bill is 
designed to empower and 
protect vulnerable people who 
may not be able to make their 
own decisions now and in the 
future. A criminal offence of ill 
treatment or neglect with a pos- 
sible five-year prison sentence 
will be introduced. 


Key principles: 

e A presumption of capacity, 
unless proved otherwise 

e The right to make decisions 
with all necessary 
information, even decisions 
seen as “eccentric or unwise” 

e People’s best interests must 
be served 

e Intervention should have 
minimal effect possible on 
restricting rights and freedom 


having it made for them — they 
would be able to go to the 
court. The Court of 
Protection has to be 
appropriately accessible, in a 
non-bureaucratic way, for 
people who feel they need 
advice or intervention.” 


People with learning 
difficulties are concerned that 
the complaints procedures are 
not accessible. 

“The person who has a 
complaint has got clear rights 
as a consequence of the bill. 
There will also be a new public 
body, the Public Guardian 
Office, with a specialist skill 
and remit in these areas, as a 
source of information, advice 
and intervention. If people have 
concerns they’ll be able to go 
to the public guardian.” 


Would you also consider setting 


up a helpline? 

“Tt’s such an enormously wide 
and diverse group of people, 
from learning disability to later 
stages of Alzheimers, that one 
helpline couldn’t possibly do 


what we’re talking about. These | 


are issues we’ll talk about with 
People First and others as we 
get into the implementation 
planning stage.” 


The Bill helps decision makers: 
e Assess capacity 


e Decide what are best interests _ 


e Define acts of care or 
treatment that have no legal 
liability (Such as driving a 
person's Car) 

e Make advance decisions and 
have them recognised 


Protection available for 


vulnerable people will include: — 


e Lasting powers of attorney 
(LPA): chosen before 
capacity is lost 

e Court appointed deputy who 
will take court-led decisions 

e Independent consultee: 
appointed if there is no other 
carer to take healthcare/ 
residential decisions 


A new Court of Protection will 
judge on disputes. A Public 
Guardian office will register 
LPAs and provide information. 
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dapted vehicle? 


e A fully accessible compact car 


| @ Options for up to 4 seats Fiat Doblo Libert 


e@ Easy to drive & easy to park Wheelchair accessible estate e 
@ Stylish & dignified transportation £8 ! ic . 
@ Amazingly lowrunning costs » FO 3 i 


@ Superb value for money ® 
2 


Best value in the UK e 


Varah Aoi ery” 5 seats as standard @ 


Wheelchair accessible compact ca Sa ~ A 
995 Up to 61” of head-room @ 
Loads of spacee 


/ W Sharan js Alhambra Liberty The eek Hea ia 


Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV Spacious and stylish @ 


— 1 9 79 5 Lifts, ramps or low floore 
e@ . True luxury motoring ®@ 
ig 


‘Our aim a Jubilee has always been to offer 
the best engineered products and the very 
best value for money.” 


Elegant & practicale =r 


@ 5 seats as standard 
e Beautifully engineered 


e Elegant and discreet Volkswagen New Caravelle 


@ Drives superbly Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV “ it is widely recognized in the industry that Jubilee : 


® Diesel & automatic options £ 1 8, 9 9 5 supply the highest quality accessible vehicles at — 
@ No serpranise - true NOEs the most reasonable prices. ” 


The biggest choice of QualfD Gualifpused adapted vehicles i in the UK 
Low mileage Used Spy aspera Vehicles pane 

Ford Combis aff 

Renault Kangoos sonatas 

Suzuki Wagon Libertys Vauxhall Agilas 

Renault Trafics Citroen Berlinges 

| Volkswagen Cruisers Volkswagen Caravelles 

| Toyota Hi Aces 


Hat Ulysse Libertys a ge. : “We have a huge choice of low mileage, high quality pre 
Peugeot Experts Wh oe id Or Vo. owned adapted mobility vehicles on site a Jubilee, ready fo go. © 
Volkswagen Sharans Chrysler Voyagers ny. Ne _ uk ie see ry Please give us a call or check out our web-site for full details...” 


Plus lots, lots more....... 


@ Automatic gear-box on NM EW _ ka Ngoo car 


® 4seats come as standard 
@ Option for diesel automatic £ 1 3 995 


@ Up to 60” of rear head-room 0 Family’ 


@ Truly stylish and discreet 
@ Amazing value formoney @» 


ist Benz Vaneo Liberty. 92" erinsred ataraions of 


The most stylish Kangoo ever® Agu Se . At Jubilee, we don't accept that there is a need to compromise 
Wheelchair accessible luxury MPV Super easy wheelchair access @ y ? on style or comfort for the sake of wheelchair accessability. 


£ 1 8 995 The ultimate Family Kangoo pa ites ee Our adaptations are always subtle, practical and elegant.” 
Vexel, Quovis Drive from your wheelchair 


we \S @ Independent transportation 
bicct © Fully automated access Suzuki) why LiFe } 
Ris. Maem © Electronic assisted controls 
lau © Economical diesel engine @ - 
2 @ Early delivery available e 
Fully automated compact car @ © 
Easy to access & drive @ | 
2 additional passengers @ 


ed 9 9 5 Dignified, stylish & practical @ : we hae aprlplabate ve 
dy fe 2 . . , all of our vehicles are availiable on our 
The uttimate ‘wheelchalr drivers ___ even HO DEPOSIT Mobility Finance Plans 


Brochures : finance quotations : stock lists: general enquiries oe | yh | 502 % 225% 


ax Motability Home demonstrations and test drives 9781 210 0059 


CID Jubilee Automotive Group “aus 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 to 2 pm. 
Prices shown presume exemption from VAT and Disabled Road Tax. Vehicles shown may have optional specification.. 


We are rapidly becoming the UK market leader for “ Wheelchair 
Driver” cars and MPV’s. Our range is always expanding and our 
compact Suzuki Life or revolutionary new Quovis are unique. “ 
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SIBLE VEHICLES... ...UNIQUE TO 


L_itAlTEbp 


vw 15° (VTA) STYLE, COMFORT, CONVENIENCE AND SAFETY MAKES —_ ®eNauLT master 


1.9 T.D.I turbo diesel 


2.5 D.C.I. turbo diesel 


OUR RANGE THE BENCHMARK OF QUALITY... | 


The NEW Renault 
Master Extras 


@ M ota bi f [ ity Re designee aa end 


The leading car scheme for disabled ty ABS Drivers airbag 
Alarm 
PREMIER PARTNER | Dashboard mounted gene 
gear stick 
The ALL NEW Mercedes Benz VITO RENAULT TRAFIC 


ABS, also available in Automatic WE PURCHASE GooD QUALITY USED VEHICLES 1.9 D.C.I. diesel, ABS standard 

Contact us on the number below ) | 
=) sO THESE ARE JUST A SELECTION OF OUR FINE QUALITY USED VEHICLES 
MAKE/MODEL : COLOUR SPECIFICATION MILEAGE 


VW 800 1.9 Turbo Diesel Versa X495 AKU Green 4 Seats, Ramp L/F 35,000 9,995 
VW 800 1.9 Turbo Diesel Versa 7188 OWJ Green 4 Seats, Ramp 26,222 7,995 
VW 2.5 TDI SWB, Auto W326 NWA Green 4 Seats, Ramp,D/F Winch 13,979 11,995 
Toyota HiAce 2.4 Diesel Versa Y682 OUT White 4 Seats, Tail Lift 21,000 10,995 


£17,995%£19,995 (Auto) o the road 
TOYOTA HIACE* (LVTA) Toyota HiAce 2.5 GL DE52 NSZ Red 3 Seats, Tail Lift 16,054 12,995 SENAOLT KANGOO 
2.5 C.D.I. turbo diesel, ABS Toyota HiAce 2.4 Diesel Versa DK51 UVC Silver 4 Seats, Ramp 25,000 11,995 1.2 petrol authentique 
Renault Kangoo 1.2 Petrol PO53 JMU Green Ramp 11,000 10,495 Me rs,” aes, ee 
Renault Master Diesel POQ53 WVA Blue 5 Seats, Tail Lift 20,800 14,995 
Renault Trafic 1.9 Diesel Versa $104 JHG Red 5 Seats, Ramp 40,000 5995 
Citroen Berlingo Petrol WAV MKO02 EEW Green 2 Seats, Lowered Floor 6,632 10,495 


¢ ALL VEHICLES ARE PREPARED AND VALETED * 6 MONTHS WARRANTY 
e ALL SECURING EQUIPMENT INCLUDED 
ALL PRICES ASSUME VAT AND ROAD FUND LICENSE ZERO RATING. 
VW & MERCEDES ARE AVAILABLE AS AUTOMATICS. *(LVTA)-LOW VOLUME TYPE APPROVED 


For further information, FREE Brochure pack . 
or, to arrange a demonstration please contact FAX: 01 5 1 495 1 382 

Philip Beecham, Mike Jones, Simon Fletcher website: www.wheelchair-access.co.uk 

or David Connor (New Versa Enquiries), e-mail: versa@wheelchair-access.co.uk 


Phil Hawkins (Used Versa Specialist). Widnes Car Centre Limited, Moor Lane, Widnes Cheshire WA8 7AL MONDAY - FRIDAY 9.00am - 5.30pm EROE 


subscribe today 2 
and get £5 off ky 


DN survey expaiaraa : The a 4 1} 
press He. a B aap Ky, | 
Ki . 4 i ~ 3 | 
i 
it cI 


BCOOP chief pai ye Wy 
joins up 


Alison Lap| 
Trafalgar Si 


DNis free to those receiving means-tested benefits (income support, housing benefit, council tax exemption, 
working tax credit, child tax credit, job seekers allowance). 


Please return this form to Disability Now Subscriptions, FREEPOST NATE1512, Somerset, TA11 6ZA. 
To pay by Direct Debit, please call 0845 120 7001. 


Name: | 

Address: | 

Postcode: Tel No: | 

Cal I/We enclose a cheque or postal order for £ (Payable to Disability Now) | 


| authorise you to charge my Visa _] Mastercard _) Switch L) | 
Card No: QUOI) OUI) OO Iss No: (Switch only) Valid from: DLV Expiry date: D/O 


Signature: Date: DNO9/04 9 2 

5 Those on means-tested benefits FREE (see details above) | (photocopied proof required 

or complete the form and send it to our freepost paniacaes ine et te 1 (photocorie? peau ieg ted) 
Professional/Organisation Tyear £230) } 

address for your ae lyear £280 \ 
Rest of World 1 year $300 Offer applies to one year subs only J l : 


Multiple copy rates available on request § | 
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| 4 ven if you are disabled, 
‘| 

people challenge the 
validity of your 
disability. When I was 


| at Guide Dogs [for the Blind], 
| blind people argued with me 


that blindness was worse than 
Parkinson’s disease. They said 


- to me ‘we were born with 
| disability and you had a normal 
| life up until the age of 45’.” 


Geraldine Peacock 


» experienced the first symptoms 


of Parkinson’s as she became 
chief executive of Guide Dogs 


» in 1997. Because she didn’t have 
_a visual impairment, some 
) charity members claimed she 


did not understand their needs. 
She recalls: “One bit of me 


, wanted to get into the 
| argument saying ‘yes, you were 
» born blind and therefore are in 


a balanced state, but I have 


_ experienced a radical change 

/ and I am going to deteriorate. | 
, don’t know what my life is 

| going to be in the future’. But I 


thought no, I am not going to 
have that kind of argument.” 
Her decision to cut the 
charity’s £17m debt by closing 
centres and instead working in 


the community caused more 


/ ructions. 


: 


“Guide dogs owners got 


' angry, very angry, with me 


personally,” she says, adding 
that the move was successful 


and radical change was needed 
to ensure the charity’s future. 


This was not the first time 


| Mrs Peacock had faced fury 


because of her decisions about 


| services. While she was chief 


executive of the National 
Autistic Society (NAS) from 
1988 to 1997 a father spat in 


_ her face because she had 


refused to back a controversial 
treatment programme from 
Japan that he was convinced 
would help his child. 

“As with Parkinson’s, we 
don’t know what causes 


autism, therefore parents and 
' Carers are particularly 


vulnerable to any wacky or new 
therapy that comes along. 
There are some charlatans in 
this field and if people told 
them to rub yoghurt into their 
child’s hair ten times a day they 
might do it.” 

Similarly, parents opposed 
her new job programme for 
“intellectually able” youngsters 
with autism and Asperger’s 
syndrome, which promoted 
“the difficulties of disability as 
a positive”. 


pecine i an chair 
of the Charity Commission in 
July. She is also chair of 
Ground Breakers, a network of 
female leaders in the voluntary 
sector. Previously she has been 
chief executive of The Guide 
Dogs for the Blind Association 
and the National Autistic 
Society. She is a trained social 
worker and held academic 
posts before entering the 
voluntary sector in 1988. 


She explains: “They cannot 
be devious, so they make very 
honest employees. They like 
repetitive behaviour and routine. 
It makes them very reliable; 
they’re never off sick, they don’t 
want to go on holiday — they are 
extremely productive.” 

The demand for employees 
outstripped supply and the 
programme has since been 
copied across the country. 

From all these experiences, 
Mrs Peacock has learned that 
the voluntary sector has “to be 


‘Guide dog owners got 
angry, very angry, with 
me personally’ 


more assertive about selling 
itself”. That means being 
business-like if it is to be taken 
seriously by the public and 
politicians — but not at the 
expense of being open about all 
aspects of disability. 

“People see me sometimes a 
bit shaky or a bit stiff or my 


Leading lady 


Geraldine Peacock, the new chair of the Charity Commission, is no 
stranger to conflict, having fought for change and to have her 
disability taken seriously in previous jobs. Sarah Hobson reports 


medicine sometimes makes me 
seem a bit wired,” she says. 

“So that’s why when I do 
public speaking I always start 
off by saying ‘I’ve got 
Parkinson’s disease; I start to 
shake, sometimes I can’t 
control my voice. It does not 
worry me so | hope it does not 
worry you, but I feel better if 
you know I’ve got it.’ So I 
manage it that way.” 

She saves energy by working 
about a third of her three-day- 
a-week post at home. On the 
occasion we met, she was in her 
leafy suburban garden, just a 
short taxi ride from the 
commission’s headquarters. 

Her other activities, 
including various representative 
roles for the voluntary sector 
and academic work for the 
Parkinson’s Disease Society, 
ensure her diary is full. 

Even before she joined the 
commission officially, she was, 
according to national 
newspaper journalists, given “a 
grilling” by politicians over the 
commission’s comments that 
parts of the draft Charities Bill 
might be hard to implement. 

The implications of the 
proposed bill on disabled 
people may be profound. 
Charities large and small will 
be expected to prove their 
“public benefit” and give more 
detailed information on local 
fundraising activities to local 
authorities earlier. 

But she promises that the 
commission, which has been 
restructured and modernised, 
will help by providing tailored 
information on best practice. 


HOLIDAYS 
for DISABLED 
PERSONS 


Accessible Accommodation Guaranteed. 


Flights to Cyprus, Tenerife, Malaga, 


Lanzarote, Costa Almeria, Majorca, 


Algarve, Malta, Rhodes and Florida. 


Holiday homes in France. 


2004 brochure with coloured pictures is 
available at www.access-travel.co.uk 


or please apply to: 
Access Travel (Lancs) Ltd, 6 The Hillock, 
Astley, Lancs M29 7GW, tel: 01942 888844. 


‘es 


And with new structures for 
voluntary sector organisations 
being created, small groups will 
be encouraged to think carefully 
about what best suits them. 
Commission experts are 
keen “to get out and about and 
talk to people”, she adds, but 
charities must help each other. 
Medium sized organisations 
need particular attention, she 
says. They have neither the 
substantial resources and 
support of larger charities nor 
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the access to significant 
numbers of local supporters 
enjoyed by many smaller ones. 
“T would like to see a system 
of regulation whereby if the 
bigger charities are getting it 
right we actually don’t regulate 
them so heavily — we reward 
people. This gives us more 
space to encourage them to 
work with small charities. 
“The sector should reinforce 
itself. | don’t think there’s 
enough joint working at all.” 


th the biggest nationwide network of 
ocal branches on 24-hr standby, 365 days 
_ayear, it’s got to be a Stannah Stairlift. 


'@ Straight, curved or narrow staircases 


® New and reconditioned models 


© Emergency installations. Fast, clean fitting 
@ Friendly advice and fixed written quotations 
© Designed, built and fitted by Stannah 


@ Full guarantee and free first service 


CALL 0800 715 1246 EXT 8456 


stannahstairlifts.co.uk 


Wr Please send me details. For my household C1 For a relative 
ig 


om Name 


<=. 


"= Address 


Stannah 


= Postcode Tel. 


Stannah Stairlifts, Dept 8456, 
FREEPOST SA344, Andover, Hants SP10 3BR 


The world’s best-selling stairlift 
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GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


16 The road to Athens 


' 
} 


ONES TO WATCH 


KIM MINETT 
Discus & shot 


Age 26 

Class F40 

Biog Holds world record 
for shot with a throw of 
6.51m. Discus personal 
best is 15.98m. 

Looking to beat “The Germans!” 
She says “I’m hoping to break 
my world record in shot and to 
get a medal in the discus — 
although I’m not sure which.” 


ISABEL NEWSTEAD 
Air pistol shooting 


Age 49 
Biog This will be the 

seventh games for the eight 
times Paralympic gold 
medallist. At Sydney 2000, 
she was Britain's sole 
shooting gold medallist, 
winning the women’s air 
pistol competition with a 
score that remains a world 
record to this day. 

She says “| know what | am 
doing now is much better and 
| am making fewer mistakes 
than four years ago.” 


The best of the best 


Who will be bagging golds for the British team? Tanni Grey-Thompson opens DW's four-page 
Paralympic special by taking a break from her own training to offer her tips for the top | 


he British Paralympic 
team has set itself an 
incredibly tough 
target for this year’s 
games: to finish top 


of the medal table — to be the 
best in the world. 

The games will be given 
better TV, radio and web 
coverage than ever, so they’ll be 
difficult to avoid in September. 

The biggest medal hauls are 
expected to come from 
swimming and athletics — the 
sports that command the 
highest number of athletes. 

In swimming, all athletes 
selected are in the top five in the 
world, so picking likely medal 
winners is almost impossible — I 
might as well name the whole 
team. Of them, James Crisp 
and David Roberts both won 
three gold medals in Sydney 
while Nyree Lewis and Elaine 
Barrett set world records in their 
respective classes for the 100m 
breaststroke at the Amateur 
Swimming Association Long 
Course Championships in July. 
Another to watch is 17-year-old 
Rhiannon Henry from 


MRSA, E-Coli... 


Are you sure it s only a bath lift that you issue? 


Bridgend, who in the past 12 
months has broken ten British, 
four European and two world 
records — all while studying for 
her A levels. 

In athletics, arm amputee 
Danny Crates has successfully 
made the tricky transition from 
400m to 800m and has been 
rewarded with a massive 
improvement in performance, 
breaking the world record at 
the AAA’s trials in Manchester 
in July. Meanwhile Lloyd 
Upsdell will be defending his 
100m and 200m title. 

Ready to set the world 
ablaze in the quadriplegic 
division is Jenny Ridley. 

Four years ago Jenny, aged 
16, was playing basketball for 
Britain. It was only in October 
last year that she decided track 
racing was for her. Coming to a 
new sport has not fazed her 
and since making the change 
she has smashed five world 
records. She goes to Athens as a 
strong gold medal contender. 


‘The biggest medal 
hauls are expected to 
come from swimming 
and athletics’ 


Isabel Newstead will be 
shooting in her seventh 
Paralympic games. Her 
sporting career began not in 


shooting, where she will be 
defending her Sydney title, but 
in swimming, in which she has 
won six gold medals. She also 
spent a little time competing in 
athletics where she won gold in 
the discus. Her impressive 
medal total ranks her as one of 
the highest medal-winning 
females in the British team. 


Unrated Lecco 


Focused on setting the quadriplegic world ablaze: Jenny Ridley 


The British equestrian riders _ 
are also likely to do well — 
especially as this will be the 
first time they are able to take 
their own horses to the games. 
In Sydney, everyone rode 
borrowed horses, which left 
more to luck than anything 
else. Three members of that 


gold medal winning team are 
back in action in Athens: triple | 
gold medallist Lee Pearson, 
Nicola Tustain (DN August) 
and Anne Dunham. The team 


f 


goes to Greece ranked number | 
one after winning the world 
title in Belgium last year. 

British judo has a rich te 
history of success, with Simon 
Jackson dominating the sport 
for over eight years until 
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Sydney, when surprisingly he 
only won a bronze medal. He’s 
fighting fit again now, though, 
and ready to reclaim his crown. 
Women’s visually impaired 
judo will make its debut in 
Athens where Maxine Ingram 
from South Wales will be the 
UK’s only female competitor. 
She’ll compete in the under 
63kg division in which she 
finished fifth at last year’s 
International Blind Sport 
Association championships in 
Canada, despite tearing her 


ligaments in training before the | 


competition began. If you want 
to see determination, then 
watch out for Maxine. 

With so many medal hopes 
and such good coverage this 
really should be a games to 
remember, so settle back, and 
get ready to cheer the Brits. 
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ewspaper 
columnist Victor 
Lewis Smith 
wrote in 

! London’s Evening 
| Standard last month that in the 
Special Olympics: “The 

» emphasis on coming first is less 
) intense, because the 
wheelchair-bound competitors 
all know there’s something even 
) more important than winning 
gold. Walking.” 

The writer had failed to 
understand that the Special 
Olympics is for people with 
learning difficulties and should 
have said Paralympics. And he 
_ did not know that people 
| usually prefer the term 
“wheelchair users”. Nor did 
| his piece mention that 
’ Paralympians are expected to 
) bring more medals home this 
) month than Olympians are. 
Before the Olympics in 

Greece, the media told Britain 
| its team might not bring home 
any gold medals at all (there 
was one silver as DN went to 
press). At the Sydney games in 
2000, the British team came in 
tenth place while the 


Sa ee ee 


Paralympic team came 
second — beaten only by 
home nation Australia. 
So why does the 
mainstream media 
not take the 
Paralympics 
seriously? An 
athlete speaking to 
- DN was told by a 
national sports 
reporter that the 
event had a “warm 
and fuzzy feel”, 
almost as if the 
athletes were there 
just for fun — rather 
than to win. 
But wheelchair 
tennis player 
Jayant Mistry is 
adamant that he 
would not go to 
- Athens if he was 


not in with a good chance of 
winning a medal. “I’m not just 
there to get a T-shirt,” he says. 

Unfortunately, issues over 
sponsorship mean that the 
tennis player, like all others on 
the team, is lucky to be getting 
a T-shirt. 

Adidas, the official sponsor, 
which has supplied full kit to 
non-disabled athletes for free 
(DN August), has only been 


willing to provide the 
Paralympic kit at a reduced 
rate. As a consequence, the 
British Paralympic Association 
(BPA) is only able to afford a 
“basic kit” (comprising shorts, 
T-shirt and so on). Disabled 
athletes have been told to bring 
their own trainers. 

Another athlete, who wished 
to remain nameless, said: “It’s 
ironic. We have to sign forms 
saying we’ll wear the official 
Adidas kit, but we could be 
wearing Nike trainers while 

we’re being interviewed.” 
Athletes say this makes 
them feel “second class”, but 
the BPA — the 
organisation that 
represents the athletes 
—has no complaints. 
The BPA team head 
Phil Lane will not 
go into detail about 
the kit issue, but 


~ 


says it amounts 
to a “good 
sponsorship deal”. 

Lane admits that 
attracting sponsorship is 
difficult but says it is the 
same in non-disabled 
sport. The challenge is to 

change perceptions. “It’s 


gems all about the quality of 

S the Paralympics and 
getting quality media 

coverage,” he says. “The more 


Second rate games 


| 
‘More than 50 years after their launch, why are the Paralympics still an afterthought to 
| the main games, and why are sponsors still so hard to find? Lucy Glynn reports 


successful we are on the field of 
play, the more attractive we will 
be to sponsors.” 

Sarah Marl, of Disability 
Sport England, agrees: “It’s a 
vicious circle. You need a 
sponsor to have money to get 
the media and you need the 
media to get a sponsor.” 

There is also an “image 
problem”, she says. And the 
lack of core funding means her 


organisation has to sell 
photographs of what they can, 
which often means images of 
disabled children rather than 
serious sports events. 

She says: “The heart- 
warming images are the ones 
that sell to sponsors; not the 
ones of Lloyd Upsdell 
[Paralympic runner, pictured 
left], and we need the money. 
As long as we have got a 
charity image we haven’t got 
the sporting image.” 

But Martin McElhatton, 
chief executive of the British 
Wheelchair Sports Foundation, 
says it is crucial to “get the right 
coverage where athletes are 
treated as athletes,” for which 
his organisation always pushes. 

People involved in disability 
sports have not done enough to 
create stories for the media, he 
adds. “While we criticise the 
media for using Tanni as 
‘the disabled athlete’, it just 
shows how you can achieve 
mainstream media coverage 
if you make yourself media 
friendly.” 

The second anonymous 
athlete told DN: “I know we 
will be successful this year and 
then it might make our 
sponsors ask themselves why 
they didn’t give us more.” 

Thrower Kim Minett says: 
“A lot of people are going to 
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ONES TO WATCH 
DANNY CRATES 


Age 31 
Class F46 
Biog Won bronze in the 400m 
at Sydney but switched to the 
800m two years ago. Become 
World Indoor and European 
800m T46 champion in 2003. 
Broke world record twice in 
the run up to Athens, setting a 
time of 1:53:27 

He says “My sights are set on 
the gold.” 


NIGEL MURRAY 
Boccia 


GRAHAM BOOL PHOTOGRAPHY 


wake up and smell the coffee. WER 


We are going to be the ones 
coming home with the medals. 
On the throws squad there’s 14 
of us; that’s 14 medals at least.” 

To pre-empt any criticism 
about the games being easy, she 
adds: “Our qualification is a 
lot harder”. 

Hopefully all this will not 
be lost on Britain’s mainstream 
journalists, who will be able to 
watch the BBC’s live television 
coverage of the Paralympics for 
the first time. 

If boccia player Nigel 
Murray is anything to go by, 
they might just get to see 
glistening medallions this year. 
“Can I win?” he asks. “Yes I 
can. I’m going there to win. 
That’s my goal.” 


t a 
Age 40 
Class BC2 

Biog World number one, 
Paralympic gold medal holder 
and current world champion. 
Looking to beat “Everyone!” 
He says “I’ve thought about 
nothing but winning for the 
last four years. I’m going there 
to win the individual and team 
gold medals.” 

The team also includes Peter 
Pearse, Susie Robinson and 
Anne Woffinden 


Exclusive to Totally Active, the 
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spot and negotiates sharp corners 
with ease, making it perfect inside 
even the smallest of homes. 


@ Adjustable arms and backrest 


® Seat height adjustment 
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@ All products are fully guaranteed 
and come with 365 days a year backup 


PLUS: WIDE RANGE OF OUTDOOR 
POWERCHAIRS & PORTABLE SCOOTERS 


CALL 0800 138 0764 § 
EXT. 81 | = 
www.totallyactive.co.uk t i 


Motability 7am ; 2 


Please send me a FREE brochure O Please call to arrange my free, no obligation home demonstration 
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Totally Active, Dept 81, FREEPOST, NAT10869, 32 The Avenue, Andover, Hants SP10 3ZY 
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Knowing your LC1s from your SB11s: the events classified 


Athletics 


There are 36 track and field 

» @ events in all which includes 
all Olympic events as well as 

4 the 60, 200, 400, 800 and 

1500m wheelchair races. 

Athletes with a vision 
AY impairment are classified as | 
F or T (field or track) 11, 12 


Cycling 

Cycling is split into divisions 
2 (most severely impaired), 
3 and 4. These are then 
subdivided into LC1 for 

& cyclists with upper limb 
impairment, LC2 for athletes 
8 who have an impairment in 
A one leg but who can pedal, 


Py ee “jack”. Primarily for people 


Boccia 

Similar to boules, the aim is 
to throw, kick or use an 
assistive device such as a 
chute to propel leather balls 
as Close as possible to the 


| with cp, players compete 
» individually, in pairs or in 
teams of three. 


Ne 


London Recumbents 
Dulwich Park 
London SE21 7BQ 


Class Grade 1 and 13. Blind athletes com- i See Me LC3 for cyclists whocan : 
Biog Won three gold medals at pete with the help of a guide. Athletes with pedal with one leg, LC4 for people with an Classification is as follows: C1 — people 
Sydney — the individual cerebral palsy are classified in categories (F or | | impairment affecting both legs. Visually with cp who are able to project the ball once | 
dressage, freestyle dressage | T) 32 to 38 (the higher the figure, the more | impaired cyclists ride with a sighted guide. it’s placed in their hand; C2 — people with 
and team events. Became first disabled the athlete). Participants with restrict-| | | Handcycling is divided into HC Division A less severe cp who are not eligible for 
disabled rider to win a national _ed growth take part only in throwing events in (classes HC 1-3) for athletes with no trunk —_— assistance; C3 — people with severe cp who 
dressage title earlier this year. ‘class 40. Athletes with amputations and other and lower limb function. Division B (HC 3-5) have an aide and use a ramp because they 
Looking to beat “My team -non-wheelchair athletes are classified (F or T) is for athletes with no lower limb function |__| cannot grasp and release the ball; C4 — for 
mates Anne Dunham and 41-46. Wheelchair track athletes are classed and limited truck stability. Division C (HC 6- players who do not have cp but have a 
Sophie Christiansen” 51-54 and wheelchair field athletes 51-58. 8) is for athletes with minimal disability. severe locomotor disability. 
He says “My horse Blue Circle 
Boy is a proven winner but Shooting Sailing Swimming Wheelchair fencing 
he's a live animal — so | Divided into rifle and pistol Sailors compete in the 2.4mR Platform/water starts and the In the initial rounds, the first || 
anything can happen.” events, air and .22 calibre. singled-handed keelboat and use of signals to assist visually fencer to score five hits wins. In 
Athletes shoot from standing the 23 foot keelboat Sonar impaired swimmers are allowed. the latter stages the winner is 
ately es or sitting, kneeling and prone. class. Classification for the Classes comprise S for the first to score fifteen hits. 
; g | There are two main classes: Sonar class is based on a freestyle, backstroke and There are three classes: A for 
- J SH1 pistol and rifle points system with low |__| butterfly, SB for breaststroke athletes with good balance/ 
| competitors who do not require | points for severely disabled _ and SM for individual medley. recovery and full trunk 
a shooting stand and SH2 rifle |_| athletes. Crews of three _ Swimmers are divided into 10 movement; B for athletes with 
competitors who are unable to | athletes compete in the _ classes based on their degree of poor balance/recovery but full 
| support the rifle and use a Sonar event. | impairment from 1 (most _use of one or both upper limbs 
stand. Classes are subdivided Each crew is allowed a severe) to 10. Those with vision and C for athletes with severe | 
ine Be further depending on mobility. maximum of 12 points. impairment are classed 11-13. impairment in all four limbs. 
sry ely smi Judo Wheelchair tennis" Equestrian Wheelchair rugby 
the world. Won gold and set Open to visually impaired Players must have a mobility- There are four grades: 1, Athletes with arm and hand | 
world record of 165kq at athletes only. Classification is related disability causing a severely disabled; 2, reasonable impairments are Classified | 
Sydney. Had operation in 2002 by weight. Women will substantial or total loss of balance and abdominal control, on a points system ranging 
which affected his training. compete for the first time. function in one or more 3, blind riders and those with from 0.5 (most severely 
He says “There are about four = lower limbs. There are two good balance, leg movement impaired) to 3.5. 
PEeabithanchanes otemed ale Powerl ifting classes - wheelchair and and coordination; 4, visually Each team comprises four 
| broke my own world record Rules are the same as for the quadriplegic and in both the impaired and ambulant athletes players. A maximum of eight 
fora nminanecen Olympic event. Classification is ball is allowed to bounce twice | with impaired vision or points is allowed on court at 
and am quietly confident.” by weight. before being returned. | impaired limb function. any one time. 


Now with added 


¢= Motability 


2s 
Cycling for people 
with special needs 


020 8299 6636 
www. londonrecumbents.com 
recumbents@aol.com 
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NORTH STAFFS 
LESBIAN, GAY & 
BISEXUAL 
SWITCHBOARD 


is a telephone helpline offering 
¢ Information 
¢ Support 
¢ Understanding 
all in the strictest of confidence 


Monday, Wednesday & Friday 8pm-10pm 


Tel: 01782 266998 
Minicom: 01782 267060 


Email: support@ns-switchboard.fsnet.co.uk 


Website: ns-lgbswitchboard.org.uk 


Interested in becoming a volunteer? 


Contact us for an application form 


Registered Charity No 1079198 


| Wheelchair basketball 
Athletes get a points ratings 
‘between 1 (most disabled) and 
4.5. Teams of five players can’t 
exceed a total of 14 points. 


Table tennis 

Classes 1 (most severely 
disabled) to 5 encompass 
wheelchair athletes. Classes 6 to | 
10 comprise ambulant athletes. 


Archery 

Archers are given points based 
on coordination and muscle 
strength. They compete in 
classes based on this. 


Classifications described are 
those in which British athletes are 
competing. Schedule opposite | 
details all events | 


DN at the games | 


ill team GB live up to the 
hype and come home 
laden down with gold? Don’t 
miss DN’s special report from 
Athens with: -| 
@ news from the trackside 
® interviews with the winners 
® an assessment of the 
implications of the games 
® our in-depth access overview. | 
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Athens 2004 on TV: your games programme 


Fo the first time, the BBC is providing live coverage of the Paralympic games between 6 and 7.30pm 

every day on BBC 2. There will be further coverage on Grandstand as well as regional TV and radio. 
BBC Radio Five Live will have live commentary and updates and there will be reports on BBC Radio 4, 
BBC World Service and on its website bbc.co.uk. 
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* Non-medal event for people with learning difficulties 


From medical to professional: a history of the games 


4 STAIRLIFTS 


Age 32 
1948, London: Dr Ludwig respectively. Number of games staged on the same scale Class 2.5 points 4 HOMEOWNERS |} 
- Guttmann, using sport for competitors rises from 390 as the Olympics. 3,053 athletes. Biog Outstanding motivator 
rehabilitation at Stoke Mandeville athletes to 1,600. 1992, Barcelona: 3,020 athletes who captained the team last 
Hospital, sets up a competition to 1980, Arnhem: Olympic hosts 1996, Atlanta: 3,195 athletes year when they won bronze at 4 YOU & YOURS 
coincide with the Olympics. Moscow refused to hold the including those with learning the European Championships. > 
1960, Rome: The first Olympic- Paralympics so they went to the difficulties for the first time. Looking to beat France—the < 4BATHROOMS 
style games for disabled athletes Netherlands. CP athletes 2000, Sydney: Widely recognised team losttwicetothemina § 
is held after the main games. 400 — compete for the first time. as “best yet” with 3,843 athletes. pre-Paralympic tournament. 9 
athletes compete. 1984, Britain and USA: Joint 2004, Athens: Athletes with Coach David Titmuss says =| | 4 CREDIT CARDS 
1964-1976: Games held every games. 4,040 athletes. Debut of learning difficulties banned from “We're going to the Athens E 
four years, in Tokyo, Tel Aviv : ketball after Paralympics towinthe gold ¢ 
' four years, in Tokyo, : wheelchair marathon games except basketball afte ymp g é 4 INDEPENDENCE 


’ Heidelberg and Toronto 1988, Seoul: The first “parallel” Spanish team cheated in Sydney. medal.” 
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* ! MBROKERS 
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° Free home assessments. 4 
¢ Free 12 months insurance on new 
models. 


* No VAT. | 8048044 
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Pride Health Care 


° Finance available on request. ia ALL LOANS ARE SUBJECT 
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20 Comment 


ILLUSTRATIONS CLARE CURTIS 


Editor 


Send your letters to the editor 
Mary Wilkinson, Disability Now, 
6 Market Road, London N7 9PW, 
minicom: 020 7619 7332, 

fax: 020 7619 7331, 

e-mail: editor@disabilitynow.org.uk 


Learning disability v learning difficulties 


Yet again (August DN), we 
have the emotive issue of what 
term should be used to describe 
people with a learning disability. 

For once, I totally agree with 
Mencap’s use of the term, 
“people with a learning 
disability” rather than “people 
with learning difficulties”. 

About one million people in 
this country have moderate 
learning difficulties. This 
group, with help, can often 
completely blend into society. 
Another group of about 
200,000 people have severe and 
complex learning disabilities 
and are more liable to use 
social services provision. 


Unfortunately, both are 
grouped together at the 
expense of those with severe 
and complex learning disabilities. 
My daughter has a severe 
learning disability, which affects 
her capacity to understand, 
communicate and undertake 
complicated tasks. Even so, she 
is still able to learn, develop 
skills and have a rich social life. 
At school, my younger son 
did have learning difficulties 
and for a time received remedial 
teaching and private reading 
lessons. Later, he obtained a 
degree and has a well paid job 
working in computers. 
Organisations such as 


People First should recognise 
that a learning disability is 
permanent and affects a 
person’s intellectual ability just 
as a physical disability affects a 
person’s physical ability. When 
I taught in further education, 
many assumed that if enough 
education was provided to 
students with learning diffi- 
culties, they would all eventually 
learn and become “normal”. 

It is more important to treat 
people with respect and assist 
them to achieve their maximum 
potential, irrespective of their 
disability. 

Barrie Dennison 
Hull, East Yorkshire 


DN’s website 


You really have made an excel- 
lent job of the website. It has 
ease of use, and a very clean 
and strightforward design 
makes navigation easy, starting 
with a clear index through to a 
consistent approach to page 
links. Well done indeed. 

Roger Russell (email) 


Reflecting DN’s long-stand- 
ing commitment to 
publishing different views 
and encouraging debate, the 
next issue of DN will have 


two disabled people putting 
the case for and against 
assisted dying. We welcome 
comments from readers — 
Editor 


CORNWALL 


Caroline and Colin Northover 
invite you to stay at 
Tregoninny Farm near Truro (2 miles) 
for bed and breakfast. 


Very secluded and peaceful working farm 
with recently converted barns specifically 
designed for disabled access and needs. 


Most rooms en suite, TV, tea-making etc. 
Beautiful panoramic views over unspoilt 
countryside from the dining room. 


Ideal base for exploring Cornwall. 
e Eden Project 
e Heligan Gardens 
e North and south scenic coastline 
All rooms non-smoking. Cot available. 
Rates from £25 inc VAT 
Discount for group bookings. 

Tel: 01872 520145 Fax: 01872 264406 
email: caroline.northover@btinternet.com 
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Candid Kate devotee 


I have FMS with anxiety 
phobias. Kate does me the 
power of good. Thanks Kate. 
John Cartridge (email) 


What price 
freedom? 


My electric scooter is more 
than a means of transport. 

It is my means of retaining my 
independence. 

After 15 months my scooter 
needed new batteries. The cost 
of two new 70 amp gel batteries, 
quoted by Dunstable based 
Forever Active, was £547.75. 
No way could I afford that. 

After numerous phone calls 
and a great deal of net surfing, 
I found the same batteries for 
£328 and £296. But the best 
price was at Factory Outlet 
Scooters: £180. 

How can a difference of 
£367.75 be justified? 

Adrienne Staniford (email) 
Ray Hodgkinson, director 
general of the British 
Healthcare Trades Association 
(BHTA), says: “Pricing is the 
one area we cannot, as a trade 
association, influence. 
However, we can help people 
shop around by providing 
contact details of companies in 
their area. The customer knows 
that BHTA members subscribe 
to our Code of Practice and we 
have influence on behaviour. 
There is also a robust com- 
plaints conciliation scheme 
with independent arbitration 
to back it up. Forever Active is 
not a BHTA member.” 
bhta@bhta.com 


Still waiting, after 15 years 


Iam a resident at the Bedford, 
a Scope home in Buxton. I have 
been there for 33 years. 

In 1985, we talk about 
independent living in the 
community with the manager. 
In 1989 we have a meeting about 
building bungalows in the 
grounds. In 2000 Scope talked 
about a new building in the 
grounds for 10 people. In 2002 it 
talked about going out into the 
community. In 2004 it is talking 
about the new building while 
some people are moving out. 

On 27 May 2004, Scope told 
us they have not decided if the 


back chat 


Bedford will close in July 2004. 
Why is Scope taking 15 years 
to build when other organisat- 
ions can do it in one year? 
Robert Langford (email) 
John Adams, Scope’s executive 
director for Daily Living, says: 
“Bob's letter presents an unfor- 
tunate picture of organisational 
delay and I apologise for this. 
Planning this type of redevelop- 
ment involves numerous agen- 
cies all needing to agree and 
Scope has to have the funds for 
any new service. The Bedford is 
a priority and I hope a decision 
will be made by October.” 


® The press night of the much-hyped film Afterlife in London 
last month had some surprises. While leading actress Paula Sage, 
who is disabled, was brought on stage but barely allowed to talk, 
Donal McIntyre, journalist and Mencap campaigner, spoke about 
the film’s “inspiring” portrayal of a person with a learning 
difficulty — even though he hadn’t seen it. 


@ At the Edinbugh Fringe Festival, the promoters of hit show My 
MS and Me did an equally good PR job. A friendly press officer 
told DN their whole office looked “crippled” that day because one 
person had a dodgy knee and somebody else had a dodgy back. 


@Pity the producers of Inside I’m Dancing, a new film about two 
disabled men’s escape from residential care. Press notes say they 
were unable to find disabled actors who met their needs: “the actors 
had to be thin and look as if they were in their early twenties”. 


by Zara Todd 
Iam part of the integrated gen- 
eration. At 19, I'm lucky enough | 
to have grown up in a world 
where I've been able to take 
advantage of the benefits that 
the mainstream has to offer. 
Society has come to expect 
more from me, but it hasn't 
been able to give as much in 
return as it should have done. 
In my case, integration 
means A-level passes and the 
chance to go to the student 
heaven which is university, just 
as it does for any other 


reasonably bright young person. | | 


The trouble is my cp means 


that university is often far from |) 


a heavenly experience. I have 
needs over and above those of 
my able-bodied friends, needs 
which my university has been 
very slow in meeting. 

I have just finished my first 
year and it has been a learning 
experience in more than the 
traditional sense. 

When my part-time PA 
disappears for a week without 
notice I have found ways to 
get round it, which either take 
me forever (students move 
slowly and I’m no exception) 
or mean I have to rely on my 
friends when I shouldn’t 
have to. 

University is meant to be a 
place to set people free, but for | 
me, as in the rest of my life, it’s | 
a place of compromise. can 
choose to have my needs met in | 
full and become isolated or 
struggle a little but be 
integrated. 

I feel that in this modern 
society I fit fully into neither 
the disabled nor the able- 
bodied world. 

Society has changed and 
now at least I am in a position 
where I'm allowed to 
experience “normal” things like 
university, but to many that is 
where it stops, at an open door. 
This leaves me and many 
others stuck with difficult 
decisions. 
Thank you to those of you who | 
responded to our call for teen 
writers. We still need more. 
Remember, it’s paid — Editor 


‘scope got it wrong’ 


Comment 21 


In July, DN subscribers received a postcard insert supporting 
assisted dying. Scope chief executive Tony Manwaring comments 


am writing to readers of DN 

because of the strength of 

feeling expressed by many 
within the disability movement 
due to DN’s inclusion of a 
postcard promoting the 
campaign for “assisted dying”. 

This is a profoundly difficult 
issue, but I am in no doubt that 
Ishould and must state my 
own position, as CEO of 
Scope. I have been speaking to 
a number of disabled people. 
Many who are themselves or 
who are living with loved ones 
with increasingly severe 
impairments, but they want to 
live. Many who saw the 
postcard, were shocked and 
appalled. 

More generally, I recognise 
that for many disabled people 
this touches on a far deeper 
concern: the challenge to the 
very right of disabled people to 
live, which is being waged 
across a number of key areas of 
policy. In this context, such a 
postcard has a far deeper, more 
unsettling and threatening 
significance and impact. 


I do not seek to justify the 
inclusion of this postcard. It 
contravenes the very public 
pronouncements I have made 
on behalf of Scope about 
disabled people achieving 
equality. Scope’s Time To Get 
Equal campaign is a real 
celebration of human 
difference which we are 
promoting through advertising 
and other powerful visual 
images of disabled people. 

Scope got this very wrong. 
On the one hand, DN has a 
history of radical campaigning 
and making independent 
editorial policy judgements. 
On the other, many in the 
movement see DN as Scope’s 
mouthpiece. Often in the past, 
its approach has been well 
ahead of Scope — but DN is 
published by Scope and we 
must take responsibility for it. 
And as chief executive, I do. 

I have no wish to censor 
debate, and people have every 
right to express a plurality of 
views. But by including a post 
card advert we are using the 


resource of Scope to help this 
campaign to build individual 
support and organisational 
strength. As a result, there is a 
chance — however slim — that 
someone out there may think 
that Scope endorses this 
viewpoint, and act on it. Which 
means someone might die, or 
be assisted in ending their own 
life, who would otherwise 
remain alive. And I could not 
possibly justify that. 

The issue of assisted dying is 
an incredibly complex and 
emotive one. Should we deny 
disabled people the equality to 
end their own life? How can we 
deny this right to disabled 
people when we are 
campaigning for equality? 
Scope would not condemn or 
judge people for making their 
own private and personal 
decisions in their own way — 
but even in a society of true 
equality it would be very 
problematic. 

Right now, our society is 
blighted by disablism. This has 


untold consequences for the 


self esteem, identity and sense 
of self worth of all too many 
disabled people. If all disabled 
people had of right access to 
independent advocacy, and 
were able to live according to 
the principles of independent 
living, then it would be tenable 
to argue that Scope might 
support such a campaign in at 
least putting forward its views 
through the kind of promotion 
carried by DN. 

The decision to carry this 
postcard is part of a broader 
set of issues about the purpose 
of DN, and its relationship 
with Scope. As I have already 
said, my view is that Scope 
publishes DN and has to be 
held ultimately accountable for 
DN. 

The key issue in my view is 
how best to develop an 


Information : brochures : finance quotations : part exchanges 


CALL NOW 0121 502 2252 iuvitecouto.co.uk 


©*= Motability 


Home demonstrations and test drives 9781 210 0059 


Jubilee Automotive Group 


Jubilee Automotive Group Ltd, Woden Road South, Wednesbury, West Midlands, WS10 ONQ. Opening hours Mon-Fri 9 to 6 pm , Sat 9 fo 2pm 


Please check out our Web-Site .. 


it’s full of other wonderful new and used Mobility vehicles 


editorial policy for DN which 
reflects Scope’s drive for 
equality, as part of a broader 
movement to achieve the full 
human and civil rights of 
disabled people. It is against 
these broader and far more 
demanding and challenging set 
of criteria, that decisions about 
whether or not to include this 
kind of postcard, should in 
future be taken. These 
judgements will not be easy, but 
we need to find a framework 
within which they can be taken. 

Our challenge for the future 
is to make DN a vehicle for 
changing society, and which 
reaches out to many more 
people. 

I welcome your views. 
Visit http://p201.ezboard.com 
/fdisabilitynowfrm13 or write 
to DN, address on page 2. 
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22 Comment 


What could be easier than turning up at the UK’s biggest 
mobility roadshow with a few questions about a new car? 
Everything, according to visitor lan Middleton 


e’ve owned a VW 
Cruiser for four 
years now, but when 
our situation 
changed we decided to use the 
opportunity afforded by 
Donington and “Europe’s 
Foremost, Biggest Mobility 
Show” in July to buy a new 
vehicle. We knew what we 
wanted: our shopping list 
included a long wheel base, 
electric windows, air 
conditioning, rear speakers, a 
reversing aid, and — most 
importantly — enough space for 
two wheelchairs, a driver and 
four passengers. A tall order? 
We didn’t think so, and as we 
made our way down the A47 to 
Donington it was with 
optimism and — dare I say it—a 
certain amount of excitement. 
Our first look round did 
nothing to weaken the 
optimism. Wheelchair 


accessible vehicles lined the 
walkways. Someone, 
somewhere here would surely 
stock the car of our dreams? 
But the first stand we visited 
made us less certain. “Does the 
Mercedes come in a long wheel 


base version2”, I asked, to 


which the young lady replied: “I 


don’t know — come back later.” 
Things didn’t improve at the 
second stand, Invatravel. I 
asked the same question to 
another group of young ladies 


If my question was a little 
technical, my wife Stephanie’s 
second question couldn’t have 
been simpler. “What colours 
are available”, she asked. It 
was hardly the $64,000 
question, but once again — 
you’ve guessed it — our three 
expert sales reps didn’t have the 
answer. Nor did they have an 
ounce of literature to enlighten 
us. Wow! What a start. 

Not wanting disillusionment 
to set in quite so early in the 
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‘The rep was another young lady, with another 
notepad, but without any knowledge of the vehicles 


she was meant to be selling’ 
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who were enjoying a chat and a 


coffee before the stall. Again, 
they weren’t sure if there was a 
long wheel base version; but 
they were happy — more than 
happy — to take our details. 


day, I went to the next stand, 
Reselco, with new hopes. But, 
again, they were dashed. True 
to form, the rep at the stand 
was another young lady, with 
another notepad ready to 
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Shop til you strop: Technical knowledge was in ee supply at the show 


record details, but without 
any knowledge of the vehicles 
she was presumably meant to 
be selling. 

A refreshing break came at 
the Versa stand where we came 
across a salesman who — wait 
for it — had a sound knowledge 
of what he was selling. He even 
manged to give us a quote on 
the Renault we’d decided we 
wanted: around £20,000 
including a tail-lift. 

Our final stop was the 
supplier of our previous 
vehicle, Lewis Reed. They had 
been fine before; hopefully they 
would be again. I was 
recognised immediately by 
Matt who seconded our 
thoughts about the Renault. So 
at last we’re getting 
somewhere. We’ve seen a car 


that suits our requirements and 
we’ve got an idea of price — all 
we need now is to be able to 
test drive it. Easy, right? 

But of course not. Because 
even though the roadshow 
prides itself on the number of 
vehicles available to test drive, 
our chosen Renault, which is 
being supplied by two of the 
show’s top retailers, isn’t on the 
road. Neither Dave on the 
Versa stand nor Matt at Lewis 
Reed can find one for this 
potential customer. 

With that final flourish of 
customer disservice we decided 
enough was enough. That’s it, 
we thought. We’re going home. 
@ Since writing his piece, lan 
contacted DN to tell us Lewis 
Reed will be supplying him with 
anew Renault in November. 


The UK's very first drive from wheelchair 
Renault Kangoo is now available from The 
Wheelchair Accessible Motor Co Ltd. 


Brand New Professionally converted Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles 


Brand New Fiat Doblo 


Available with lowered floor and 
or high roof. Choice of petrol or 
diesel engines, seating configura- 
tions. Ideal economical and spa- 
cious vehicle. Seats upto four 
plus wheelchair user. Prices from 


£11750 


~ TEL:0121 550 8844 
www.twamco.co.uk 


ALL THIS PLUS A GREAT SELECTION OF USED WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES 
PLEASE RING WITH YOUR REQUIREMENTS. USED WAVs ALWAYS WANTED FOR CASH! 


The Wheelchair Accessibfe 


Motor Company Ltd 


| DRIVE FROM WHEELCHAIR RENAULT KANGOO _| 


This vehicle can only be described as truly remarkable - the very 

best genuine drive from wheelchair car available today. This vehicle allows total 
independence for it’s owner enabling the freedom to go anywhere at anytime 
without having to rely on friends, relatives or carers for assistance. With no 
need to transfer, there will be no more unnecessary effort struggling from your 
wheelchair into the drivers seat. Fully remote controlled entry/exit and auto- 
mated lowering suspension with independent electrical circuitry, extra low floor, 
electronic handbrake switching and refinements such as unsecured wheelchair 
audible warning device, tailored handcontrols and steering wheel positioning 
and a re-located automatic gearbox controls makes this an extremely user 
friendly vehicle. The Renault Kangoo seats two passengers as well as the driver 
and is on sale now. Limited numbers available for Christmas delivery!! 


chase 


Kia Sedona 

The luxuriously appointed and fabu- 
lously equipped lowered floor Kia Se- 
dona 2.9 crd comfortably seats 4 plus 


wheelchair user. With a host of fea- 
tures too extensive to list this is the 
UK's most sensibly priced genuine 

MPV on the market today. Prices from 


£19900 


Unit 2, Forge Trading Est 


Mucklow Hill 
Halesowen 


West Midlands B62 8LJ 
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